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Unix Systems Administrator Interview Questions And
Answers Guide.

Question - 1:
What is your typical way of dealing with conflict? Give me an example?

Ans:
First, find out what the root of the problem is. Second, determine the best steps to remediation with the best possible outcome. Third, take action to put remediation
plans in place.
View All Answers

Question - 2:
What has been your biggest professional disappointment?

Ans:
When discussing a professional disappointment, make sure to discuss a scenario you could not control. Be positive about the experience and accept personal
responsibility where applicable.
View All Answers

Question - 3:
What have you learned from mistakes on this job?

Ans:
Candidates without specific examples often do not seem credible. However, the example shared should be fairly inconsequential, unintentional, and a learned lesson
should be gleaned from it. Moving ahead without group assistance while assigned to a group project meant to be collaborative is a good example.
View All Answers

Question - 4:
What have you done to improve your knowledge As Unix Systems Administrator in the last year?

Ans:
Try to include improvement activities that relate to the job As Unix Systems Administrator. A wide variety of activities can be mentioned as positive
self-improvement. Have some good ones handy to mention.
View All Answers

Question - 5:
Have you ever been caught stealing, or better yet, have you ever stole anything?

Ans:
I guess everyone takes a pen or paper or little things like that. But other than that, NO. I have never stole from my employers or better yet As Unix Systems
Administrator, from anyone.
View All Answers

Question - 6:
Top 12 Stress Based Interview Questions As Unix Systems Administrator:

Ans:
Some jobs require employees to work under stress, and some interviewers just like to see how applicants handle stressful questions.
There are many questions designed for putting the interviewee into an awkward situation, or throwing them off, to see how they do under stress. Here are some
samples.
1. How do you feel this interview is going As Unix Systems Administrator?
2. How would you handle undeserved criticism from a superior?
3. How many other jobs are you applying for?
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4. What would you do if you saw a colleague stealing supplies or equipment?
5. What did you do when you had a boss you didn't get along with?
6. What would you do if a colleague took credit for your idea, and got a promotion?
7. Was the stress of your previous job too much for you?
8. What would you do if a colleague admitted to lying on their resume to get the job?
9. What would you do if a customer verbally insulted you in front of co-workers?
10. What would you change about the design of a baseball hat?
11. Why were you fired from your previous job As Unix Systems Administrator?
12. How successful do you think you've been so far?
View All Answers

Question - 7:
Describe what a "lot of work" looks like to you As Unix Systems Administrator?

Ans:
Ideally you'd like to state that you can take on a lot of work - this shows your work ethic, but at the same time it's okay to tell them that you value work and life
balance.
View All Answers

Question - 8:
What is the difference between a big ego and a healthy ego?

Ans:
"Ego" should be replaced by confidence. It's good to be confident as it shows that you know what you're doing. However, a big ego is when confidence spirals out of
control and you become arrogant.
View All Answers

Question - 9:
If you could do it all over again, how would you plan your academic studies differently?

Ans:
Whatever you do, just don't act bitter. A lot of times we wish we could change the past, but focus on the positive reasons and results of the decisions you already
made.
View All Answers

Question - 10:
Do you have any blind spots?

Ans:
This question is often meant to trick candidates since acknowledgment of blind spots would indicate they were aware of them. Also, do not disclose bad habits or
other personal concerns. Let the interviewer find out about your personal flaws through the course of the interview without directly stating these flaws.
View All Answers

Question - 11:
What is your biggest weakness As Unix Systems Administrator?

Ans:
No one likes to answer this question because it requires a very delicate balance. You simply can't lie and say you don't have one; you can't trick the interviewer by
offering up a personal weakness As Unix Systems Administrator that is really a strength ("Sometimes, I work too much and don't maintain a work-life balance."); and
you shouldn't be so honest that you throw yourself under the bus ("I'm not a morning person so I'm working on getting to the office on time.")
View All Answers

Question - 12:
Can you explain why you changed career paths As Unix Systems Administrator?

Ans:
Don't be thrown off by this question-just take a deep breath and explain to the hiring manager why you've made the career decisions As Unix Systems Administrator
you have. More importantly, give a few examples of how your past experience is transferable to the new role. This doesn't have to be a direct connection; in fact, it's
often more impressive when a candidate can make seemingly irrelevant experience seem very relevant to the role.
View All Answers

Question - 13:
Top 13 Situational Interview Questions As Unix Systems Administrator:

Ans:
Situational interviews As Unix Systems Administrator are similar to behavioral interview questions - but they are focused on the future, and ask hypothetical
questions, whereas behavioral interview questions look at the past.
The advantage is that employers can put all candidates in the same hypothetical situations, and compare their answers.
1. What would you do if you made a strong recommendation in a meeting, but your colleagues decided against it?
2. How you would handle it if your team resisted a new idea or policy you introduced?
3. How would you handle it if the priorities for a project you were working on were suddenly changed?
4. What would you do if the work of an employee you managed didn't meet expectations?
5. What would you do if an important task was not up to standard, but the deadline to complete it had passed?
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6. What steps would you take to make an important decision on the job As Unix Systems Administrator?
7. How would you handle a colleague you were unable to form a positive relationship with?
8. What would you do if you disagreed with the way a manager wanted you to handle a problem?
9. What would you do if you were assigned to work with a difficult client As Unix Systems Administrator?
10. What would you do if you worked hard on a solution to a problem, and your solution was criticized by your team?
11. How would you handle working closely with a colleague who was very different from you?
12. You're working on a key project that you can't complete, because you're waiting on work from a colleague. What do you do?
13. You realize that an early mistake in a project is going to put you behind deadline. What do you do?
View All Answers

Question - 14:
What are your thoughts about working from home?

Ans:
This is a new policy some companies are adopting. If the company you are interviewing for allows for it, then you should be thankful for the flexibility and
convenience yet state that working from home is a privilege that you would honor. The key point you want to make is that you would still be able to focus and be just
as productive working at home.
View All Answers

Question - 15:
What are your weaknesses for Unix Systems Administrator position?

Ans:
Try not to be too critical when answering this question. Instead, pick one of your weaknesses and try to turn it into a positive.
For example, you could be a perfectionist, which means that you sometimes take longer on tasks, but you make sure that they are completed to a high quality. It is
important to make a negative into a positive as it doesn't make you appear overly critical and shows you can reflect on your own performance.
View All Answers

Question - 16:
What do you like to do for fun?

Ans:
Be open to sharing hobbies and activities that you enjoy. Make sure you're genuine about it and don't list off things you don't really like because if they ask you a
follow up question it'll be harder for you to answer.
View All Answers

Question - 17:
What kind of work interests you the most?

Ans:
You can talk about what you're passionate about. What motivates you. What excites you.
View All Answers

Question - 18:
Think about the changes you have seen and tell me how you handle change?

Ans:
You can cite personal life changes, work place changes, career changes, technology change, industry change. The key is to discuss how seeing or experiencing that
change has helped your development. For example, the recent changes in social media has broadened my horizons and helped me learn new forms of efficient
marketing.
View All Answers

Question - 19:
Do you work well within a team?

Ans:
Some people are thrown when they are asked this Unix Systems Administrator question when they are applying for a position to work alone. Every company works
as a team, so you are a good team player, give an example of when you have worked well within a team.
View All Answers

Question - 20:
What motivates you?

Ans:
I've always been motivated by the challenge - in my last role, I was responsible for training our new recruits and having a 100% success rate in passing scores. I know
that this job is very fast-paced and I'm more than up for the challenge. In fact, I thrive on it.
View All Answers

Question - 21:
How have you achieved your success?

Ans:
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Discuss stories of how you've progressed over the years to achieve success. People relate best to stories.
View All Answers

Question - 22:
How do you handle repetitive tasks?

Ans:
Some people enjoy it, others don't. Which are you? If you don't like it, can you at least do it well? And if you don't like it, be ready to explain why in a positive way
(i.e. your potential is to do much more than simply be repetitive)
View All Answers

Question - 23:
How meticulous are you with details?

Ans:
Being detailed is important for many types of job roles. Typically you want to highlight how you've done that in previous roles. Example: "Being meticulous is
important to me. In my last job, I had to count the money in the register as a cashier to make sure it matched to the receipts down to the last penny." This was to
ensure there wasn't any "wrongdoing" at the company by any of the cashiers and I was always accurate in my reports.
View All Answers

Question - 24:
How well do you know this industry?

Ans:
Two things businesses need to pay attention to in their industries are what their competition is doing and the customers. You may not always agree with your
competitors but it is important to be aware of what changes they are making. Very well. I have been in the industry for over 6 years.
View All Answers

Question - 25:
What qualities do you believe are important to have as a manager?

Ans:
Great managers tend to empower their employees to be successful through strong coaching. They understand how to manage relationships - this is commonly referred
to emotional intelligence. They have to be able to handle both client and staff situations that require them to be calm under pressure to clearly think of solutions to
complex problems. Most importantly they must be able to articulate the vision to the team and inspire them to work together to collectively achieve that goal
View All Answers

Question - 26:
What negative thing would your last boss say about you?

Ans:
"He/She wouldn't say anything bad, but he/she may point out I could improve in a certain area, and I've taken steps to become better at those skills"
View All Answers

Question - 27:
What do you feel you deserve to be paid?

Ans:
Do your research before answering this question - first, consider what the market average is for this job. You can find that by searching on Google (title followed by
salary) and globalguideline.com and other websites. Then, consider this - based on your work experience and previous results, are you above average, if yes, by what
% increase from your pay today from your perspective? Also - make sure if you aim high you can back it up with facts and your previous results so that you can make
a strong case.
View All Answers

Question - 28:
Have you ever mentored anyone before? If yes, describe the situation?

Ans:
Describe a time where you've helped someone else. Mentor ships can be informal so as you've helped someone over a period of time that can certainly count. The key
is to highlight how you utilized certain skills/attributes like coaching, teaching, patience, communication skills, and so forth to mentor that person.
View All Answers

Question - 29:
Do you have the ability to articulate a vision and to get others involved to carry it out?

Ans:
If yes, then share an example of how you've done so at work or college. If not, then discuss how you would do so. Example: "I would first understand the goals of the
staff members and then I would align those to the goals of the project / company. Then I would articulate the vision of that alignment and ask them to participate.
From there, we would delegate tasks among the team and then follow up on a date and time to ensure follow through on the tasks. Lastly, we would review the results
together."
View All Answers
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Question - 30:
Describe a time when you've been overwhelmed with work?

Ans:
Show how you were able to over the "overwhelmed" feeling - by delegating tasks, getting people on your team to help you out, or by prioritizing your work and
focusing on the most important issues first As Unix Systems Administrator.
View All Answers

Question - 31:
What skills do you bring to the table?

Ans:
Think of your skill sets with regards to: analytical skills, interpersonal skills, communication skills, computer skills, presentation skills, management skills, sales
skills and so forth.
View All Answers

Question - 32:
What are your personal skills which make you a candidate for the position As Unix Systems Administrator?

Ans:
The list of crucial character traits includes patience, tact, and poise, with personal and cultural sensitivity. One needs the ability to work long hours, with much
walking and some physical tasks. But the most important trait of all is to love people and to have the desire to care for them.
View All Answers

Question - 33:
What are three positive characteristics you wish you had?

Ans:
The key here is to be honest about your wish list but then to describe how you plan on developing or growing those characteristics so that it becomes a reality. For
example, I wish I had a stronger work ethic and I am reading a book right now about how to instill a better discipline around getting work done efficiently.
View All Answers

Question - 34:
Do you like being around people?

Ans:
People skills are a necessity for medical assistants. When answering this question, be sure to show that you enjoy interacting and working with others and that you
also derive great enjoyment from helping others. This will show that you are a team player and that you would be a valuable team member As Unix Systems
Administrator.
View All Answers

Question - 35:
What role do you see technology playing in this role?

Ans:
Technology is important to almost every job today but it's not meant to be abused. I believe it's important to increase productivity and not for personal use.
View All Answers

Question - 36:
What are your thoughts on failure?

Ans:
Failure happens. It's a part of life. The key is understanding that you can't be perfect at everything and more importantly you're going to learn from failures to come
out stronger.
View All Answers

Question - 37:
What do you think of your previous boss?

Ans:
Do not belittle or talk badly of your last boss - it will come off as being petty. Instead, talk about the positive lessons you were able to learn from your last boss.
View All Answers

Question - 38:
What are you most proud of?

Ans:
You should be proud of all your achievements As Unix Systems Administrator! We just don't have time to hear them all as interviewers most likely. Focus on 1 really
good achievement that showcases characteristics like the following: Integrity, competitiveness, resourcefulness, intelligence, persistence, and so forth.
View All Answers
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Question - 39:
What differentiates you from the competition?

Ans:
Think about what you bring to the table that you truly believe is unique - the easiest way to do is to think of your own personal stories that demonstrate your work
ethic, skills, and dedication. Most people have some or all of those skills, but the unique stories are what make people stand out in interviews.
View All Answers

Question - 40:
Describe to me a time where you had to make a hard decision As Unix Systems Administrator?

Ans:
Hard decisions are hard for a reason. It could dramatically effect the company. It could affect other workers. So if you have a story about how you made a hard
decision and had a good outcome, share that. If you have one where the outcome wasn't great, explain how you would have changed the way you approached the
decision to show you learned how to improve.
View All Answers

Question - 41:
If you had to choose one, would you consider yourself a big-picture person or a detail-oriented person?

Ans:
Both are important. You need to stress that. However, if you could only choose one, ask yourself As Unix Systems Administrator - do you like to be "in the weeds"
with your work, or do you want to be the one painting the vision?
View All Answers

Question - 42:
Do you think you have enough experience As Unix Systems Administrator?

Ans:
If you do not have the experience they need, you need to show the employer that you have the skills, qualities and knowledge that will make you equal to people with
experience but not necessary the skills. It is also good to add how quick you can pick up the routine of a new job role.
View All Answers

Question - 43:
What is your desired salary As Unix Systems Administrator?

Ans:
Bad Answer:  Candidates who are unable to answer the question, or give an answer that is far above market. Shows that they have not done research on the market
rate, or have unreasonable expectations.
Good answer: A number or range that falls within the market rate and matches their level of mastery of skills required to do the job.
View All Answers

Question - 44:
What do you think we could do better or differently?

Ans:
This is a common one at startups. Hiring managers want to know that you not only have some background on the company, but that you're able to think critically
about it and come to the table with new ideas. So, come with new ideas! What new features would you love to see? How could the company increase conversions?
How could customer service be improved? You don't need to have the company's four-year strategy figured out, but do share your thoughts, and more importantly,
show how your interests and expertise would lend themselves to the job.
View All Answers

Question - 45:
Does your boss know you're here today?

Ans:
Usually, you probably haven't told your boss for obvious reasons. So it's ok to say that they do not. You don't want to upset the balance at your current job after all
and nothing is guaranteed in an interview. The interviewer should understand this stance.
View All Answers

Question - 46:
Do you like to start personal relationships with other employees?

Ans:
Well, the right answer is yes and no. Good personal relations can improve the overall performance of a team. But on the other hand, you should not let your emotions
to affect your decisions in work.
View All Answers

Question - 47:
Do you think a leader should be feared or liked?

Ans:
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Liked. You want to work harder for people that inspire and motivate you. Fear only lasts for so long.
View All Answers

Question - 48:
Explain me about a time when you reached a goal within a tight deadline?

Ans:
I work well under pressure to meet deadlines without jeopardizing the quality of my work. I have always worked in a fast pace environment where we are constantly
under pressure to achieve best results within a time frame.
View All Answers

Question - 49:
Tell me the difference between good and exceptional?

Ans:
Good gets the job done on time and is high quality. Exceptional is a game changer - it stands out, it's creative, it's above and beyond expectations. Tell the interviewer
a story about how you were exceptional.
View All Answers

Question - 50:
What aspect of supervision do you find the most difficult?

Ans:
Managing different personalities and keeping them focused on the goal at hand.
View All Answers

Question - 51:
Tell me about the last time you had to work with someone inside or outside of your department to accomplish a goal?

Ans:
Show that you were communicative with that person and that you were able to collaborate effectively in sharing ideas and work tasks. They want to see that you can
be a team player.
View All Answers

Question - 52:
Have you got any questions?

Ans:
This is your final opportunity to persuade the interviewer that you are the right candidate for the job. Now is not the time to ask questions about holidays, pay or
pensions - all these things can be asked later when you get an offer of employment. Now is the time to ask about any reservations that the interviewer may have about
your suitability for the role. You will then give yourself one last chance to persuade the interviewer that you are the right candidate for the job.
Example  Thank you. I think we have covered everything. Before we finish the interview I would like to take the opportunity to ask if you have any reservations
about my suitability for this role?
View All Answers

Question - 53:
How do you think I rate as an interviewer?

Ans:
I think you did fine. I'm sure you've conducted a lot of interviews, and it's probably second nature for you now. Thanks for taking the time to meet with me today. I'm
sure you have a lot of things you have to juggle every day.
I'd say you rate at least ten out of ten. The questions you asked seemed spot on. I can tell you guys are working hard to find the perfect applicant for the job. I'm glad I
could meet with you.
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Question - 54:
How do you decide what to delegate and to whom?

Ans:
Identify the strengths of your team members and their availability based on the priorities they have on their plate. From there, invest the tasks upon each member
based on where you think you'll get the best return.
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Question - 55:
Explain an occasion when you had to adapt in the face of a difficult situation?

Ans:
One of the most useful interview tactics is to remain positive about your work and achievements. This question lets the candidate draw on their own personal history
to show how they have been positive and successful in the face of difficulties. Choose a specific occasion to describe, rather than dealing with generic platitudes.
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Question - 56:
How good are you at problem solving?

Ans:
Describe the problem first and then discuss how you were able to fix it.
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Question - 57:
How do you keep each member of the team involved and motivated?

Ans:
Many managers mistakenly think that money is the prime motivator for their employees. However, according to surveys by several different companies, money is
consistently ranked five or lower by most employees. So if money is not the best way to motivate your team, what is?
Employees' three most important issues according to employees are:
* Respect
* A sense of accomplishment
* Recognition
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Question - 58:
How would you motivate your team members to produce the best possible results?

Ans:
Trying to create competitive atmosphere, trying to motivate the team as a whole, organizing team building activities, building good relationships amongst people.
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Question - 59:
How have you changed in the last five years?

Ans:
All in a nutshell. But I think I've attained a level of personal comfort in many ways and although I will change even more in the next 5-6 years I'm content with the
past 6 and what has come of them.
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Question - 60:
What do you think is your greatest weakness?

Ans:
Don't say anything that could eliminate you from consideration for the job. For instance, "I'm slow in adapting to change" is not a wise answer, since change is par for
the course in most work environments. Avoid calling attention to any weakness that's one of the critical qualities the hiring manager is looking for. And don't try the
old "I'm a workaholic," or "I'm a perfectionist.
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Question - 61:
Are you planning to continue your studies and training As Unix Systems Administrator?

Ans:
If asked about plans for continued education, companies typically look for applicants to tie independent goals with the aims of the employer. Interviewers consistently
want to see motivation to learn and improve. Continuing education shows such desires, especially when potentials display interests in academia potentially benefiting
the company. 
Answering in terms of "I plan on continuing my studies in the technology field," when offered a question from a technology firm makes sense. Tailor answers about
continued studies specific to desired job fields. Show interest in the industry and a desire to work long-term in said industry. Keep answers short and to the point,
avoiding diatribes causing candidates to appear insincere.
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Question - 62:
What problems have you encountered at work?

Ans:
Wow, do we have problems! Where do I begin? Well, most of the problems are internal, just people not working well with each other. I have one person on our team
who is a real problem, but it seems like management is afraid to do anything about it. So we all end up having to do extra work to cover for this person, who just
doesn't work. We all say that he's retired in place. I think he's just holding on until retirement in a couple years. But he's a real problem. I complain about it--a lot--but
nothing ever seems to get done. I've even written negative reviews about the person, hoping he will get canned, but it doesn't happen. I can't wait for him to retire.
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