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Academic Writer Interview Questions And Answers

Academic Writer Interview Questions And Answers Guide.

Question - 1:
What you know about signs of good SEO writing?

Ans:

SEO writing has to be informative and interesting to the visitors. It should also subscribe to certain norms that make it favorable for indexing by search engine
crawlers. It is important that the writing is not artificial or contrived and stuffed with key words which do not flow with the text. SEO Content Copy writing
specialists keep the overall theme of the website and the particular page in mind and maintain a balance between the two. Good copy is the highway to high SERP's.

View All Answers

Question - 2:
What makes SEO content writing differ from the other writing?

Ans:

SEO Content writing is a specidized art and its techniques differ from copy writing used for other media like print, billboard, TV etc. The contents have to be
planned and structured with certain requirementsin mind so that major search engines can find and list the pages of the website.

View All Answers

Question - 3:
How does SEO content writing help awebsite?
Ans:

Good SEO Copy writing raises the rank of the site in the search engine results asit complies with the algorithms that make it attractive to crawlers.
View All Answers

Question - 4:
Do you work best when you come up with your own ideas, when you're given specific assignments or in amix of those situations?

Ans:

The answer here should jive with the sort of working relationship your marketing team wants to have with its content marketing writer. If you want to be the ones
coming up with ideas, then you need awriter who is happy to take assignments as they come. If you don't have the time or inclination to come up with ideas, then you
need awriter who is happy to take on that task. When there is a mismatch here, it will cause frustration on both ends of the working relationship.

View All Answers

Question - 5:
Should | only hire aweb content writer who has experience in my business or industry?

Ans:

If your business or industry is highly technical then yes, you should consider aweb writer with experience related to your field. If your businessin not technical, then
you should hire the web writer that best fits your project and has business-to-business or business-to-consumer experience, depending upon your needs.

View All Answers

Question - 6:
Do | pay the web content writer directly?
Ans:

No, you pay the company and they pay the web content writer. Once you choose a writer and sign our agreement, sub-contracts the writer to you. They will invoice
you for the fees and/or hours. As soon as we receive payment from you, we pay the writer minus our fee.

View All Answers

Question - 7:
How much does aweb content writer cost?
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Ans:

The hourly rate for a web content writer is generally between $50-$75 with some specialized writers charging as much as $100 or more. A WAI web writer will
review your project with you, determine the scope of work necessary, and present you with an estimate on cost usually determined by the hours the project will
require. Some web content writers will work for aflat fee.

View All Answers

Question - 8:
Why use Writing Assistance?
Ans:

Quite simply, there is no other company quite like WAI. We are the freelance and web content writing specialists. We've been in this business for over twelve years.
Each web content writer is pre-screened to make sure the writer meets our exacting standards -- talented, experienced, and committed to delivering your project on
time and within budget.

View All Answers

Question - 9:
Described some common characteristics you've noticed among your best customers?
Ans:

Knowing your audience (core market/ target demographics) isimportant for so many reasons. To name one, it helps define the best tone, language, and readability to
use in your content. A quality content writer should know when to use- or avoid- technical lingo.

View All Answers

Question - 10:
What do you hope to accomplish by hiring awriter?
Ans:

There are many ways to ask this question, but the point is to identify your goals. It isimportant to me, personally, that | only work on projects that | am qualified for.
If I am not confident in my abilities to achieve your goals, I'll help you find somebody who is better suited for the job.
On the other hand, if your writer doesn't ask this question... they obviously don't care about your goals.

View All Answers

Question - 11:
What types of social networking techniques you use to make sure your content is always earning visibility?
Ans:

This is a great opportunity for the candidate to talk about Google+ and the importance of Google+. This network is only going to get more important as Google
begins to ater SERPs based on connections and shares, and this is something a writer should be aware of when it comes time to get involved with authorship and
social sharing.
View All Answers

Question - 12:
What the heck is that thing used for?
Ans:

We can't all be experts in everything, so it's important to ask questions that will help us understand what you do. Even if | do know what your product/service is, it
still helps to hear your own description of its purpose.

View All Answers

Question - 13:

Who are your top three competitors, and what sets you apart?

Ans:

Thisisone of several questions| ask that are part of a SWOT Analysis, and it helps define your Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats.

View All Answers

Question - 14:
How you handle working with different clients?
Ans:

Working with different clients often means having to change not only the topic of your work, but even the tone and style. Thisis where a very good writer is going to
be your goal, and the research about the topic can be learned.

View All Answers

Question - 15:
Dco you know about your target audience, and tell me how you really make sure you are leaving a lasting impression?
Ans:

This is a tough question to answer, but most good candidates will explain that the target audience is typically small business marketing departments. This of course
depends on the type of company that the candidate wrote for in the past (which might very well be dightly different than your current audience).

View All Answers
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Question - 16:
What tools or specific strategies you used when writing?

Ans:

There are tons and tons of different tools that a writer can use. Mentioning any sort of social tools for promotion (Buffer, Social-bro, etc.) is agreat way to show that
he/she understands the industry. Any talk of using analytics and analyzing CTR is also agreat (and fairly advanced) answer. Thisis one of those questions that you'll
have a good feeling about right when it is answered.
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Question - 17:
Do you have any background knowledge working with or related topics?

Ans:

| typically go around to different blogs to find a topic, and then | take that topic and find a bunch of articles regarding that topic. | try to take bits and pieces of each,
and the mgjority of the time a new angle or opinion will come to me through all of the research.

View All Answers

Question - 18:
Do you prefer to work in groups or do you work well on your own?

Ans:
For thisjob, it'simportant to be happy working alone and setting your own daily goals.

View All Answers

Question - 19:
Give me an example of feedback you've received on awriting assignment and tell me about how you incorporated that feedback in future work?

Ans:

Creating content for marketing purposes requires a collaborative effort. You want a content marketing writer who is open to receiving feedback - both positive and
negative - on their work, and who is willing and able to incorporate that feedback into their future writing efforts. A writer who gets defensive or isn't open to
suggestions will just cause you headaches.

View All Answers

Question - 20:
Tell me about your experience with SEO and social media?

Ans:

Depending on your specific needs, you want to make sure your content writer can get you the results you're looking for. If you need someone with advanced SEO
skills, or a social media guru, make sure they have these skills before work is done.

If you want your content to go viral, make sure the writer has a large Twitter following and knows how to generate buzz for your site or business. Ask to see
successful stats from the writer's previous clients.

View All Answers

Question - 21:
What different styles, tones and voices do you have experience writing in?
Ans:

A key part of building a strong, cohesive brand is establishing a style, tone and voice for al of the content you create. Some good writers can write well in avariety of
styles, while others are more limited. It doesn't matter which you hire, but you want someone who will be able to match the style, tone and voice you've decided on
for your brand.

View All Answers

Question - 22:
Would you create content to appeal to our company's target audience?
Ans:

The prospective writer's answer to this question will help you figure out how she thinks and whether her thinking will work well with your industry, your company
and the type of content you want to create.

View All Answers

Question - 23:
How do you apply SEO best practices to your writing?
Ans:

Use of SEO best practicesis vital if you want your company's content to be found online, so you want to hire a content marketing writer who understands and knows
how to do SEO and do it well.

View All Answers

Question - 24:
Which of your writing samplesis most heavily edited and which is most lightly edited?

Ans:
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This will help you get a better idea of the quality of the writer's raw work. Every writer needs some editing, but you want to find a content marketing writer whose
work will need as little editing as possible. The less time and money you spend on editing, the better.
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Question - 25:
What process you went through to create this piece?

Ans:

Asyou look through a prospective writer's "clips" or writing samples, select one to ask about in detail during the interview. The goal isto get an idea of how they go
about getting to the final product.

View All Answers

Question - 26:
Have you a strong work ethic?

Ans:

The best content writer in the world is of no use to you and your business if they never submit their work to you. Some people might worry if awriter has a full-time
job in addition to freelance-writing gigs, but if the writer is skilled at time management or realistic in what he or she can accomplish, a full-time job shouldn't be an
issue.

Instead, ask writers about their process in completing jobs. Do they use the entire time available to them, or do they wait until the last few days to complete jobs.
Have they ever turned work in late? If they have, did they let the client know ahead of time, or not?

View All Answers

Question - 27:
Explain credible sources?
Ans:

Attention to detail is important in al endeavors, including content writing. While blatantly making up facts, figures or sources is an obvious no-no, a content writer
should also be aware that not every sourceis as credible as the next.

View All Answers

Question - 28:
Explain the difference between "there," "their," and "they're?

Ans:

Yes, it sounds asinine. But | see this mistake All. The. Time. And | know at least some of those errors are the work of allegedly professional content creators. A good
writer knows that a spellcheck program can only get you so far.

View All Answers

Question - 29:
Are you comfortable with your writing skills?

Ans:

This is perhaps the most important question, because if their writing skills aren't exceptional, your content writer might succeed in driving people away from your
site, not to it.
While reading previous work will give you great insight into their writing level, also ask questions specific to online writing and your industry.

View All Answers

Question - 30:
What operating systems and programs do you use?

Ans:

On two occasions at my last corporate job, we hired writers who showed up on their first day, took one look at their computers, and said, "Oh, you use PCs." Yep,
they'd only ever used Macs. Each assured us it wouldn't be a problem, but ... yeah, it was. So if you're hiring a content creator to work on-site with your team, make
sure he or sheis hip to the program-literally.

View All Answers

Question - 31:
How you cope with adifficult colleague?

Ans:

* This really depends on what my co-worker is doing, the severity of their actions and the specific problems or disruption that they may be causing. Having said that
no matter what the situation is, | would always remain in control of any situation and concentrate on my work. | would not take any arguments or heated discussions
personally or hold grudges against work colleagues.

* | would avoid them and only talk to them or cooperate with them when required to in the course of my daily duties.

View All Answers

Question - 32:
How do you optimize your content for search?

Ans:
A good content creator will be familiar with the basics of search engine optimization (SEO). Y our ideal candidate will answer this question by describing how he or
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she (a) determines which keywords to focus on and (b) works those keywords into the content.
View All Answers

Question - 33:
What is your proofreading process?
Ans:

There's more to good proofreading than reading your content over and over again on the screen. A good writer will have a process (or several to choose from) for
proofing each piece of content. Some of my tactics are reading the content out loud and reviewing a printed copy. Give bonus points if they mention my super-ninja
trick for when it's gotta be perfect: reading it backwards.

View All Answers

Question - 34:
Would you like to tell us abput your current salary?
Ans:

My present employer pays me well outside of the norm, however | would not like to limit my job prospects by using that salary as a comparison.
As ahighly valued member of the company, | am paid on the very high end of current market rates.

View All Answers

Question - 35:
Explain the difference between content and copy?
Ans:

Copy is sales-oriented, while content is value-oriented. Copy is the stuff you'd find in a brochure, while content is what you'd find in a bona fide newsletter. A good
writer should know the difference between the two.

View All Answers

Question - 36:

Which style guide do you prefer to go by?

Ans:

What you're listening for here is either the Associated Press (AP) Style book or the Chicago Manual of Style. I'd even accept the Y ahoo! Style Guide as a runner-up.

View All Answers

Question - 37:
Why you leave your last job?
Ans:

Give a solution that is related to work and if possible the job you are applying for. Demonstrate something that shows how you saved a previous employer money,
made them more efficient or increased revenue.

View All Answers

Question - 38:
Which blogs do you read?

Ans:
You'relooking for awriter who's committed to keeping his or her skills sharp, and that includes reading some of the better blogs on the subject of content creation.

View All Answers

Question - 39:
Would you like to tell us about the biggest mistake you have ever made?

Ans:

* |If | had atime machines | would go back to University and taken a degree in Business Studies rather than Hospitality.
* | stayed too many yearsin ajob that was stable but didn't offer me enough challenges or opportunities for growth.

View All Answers

Question - 40:
Tell me about a problem that you have personally solved?

Ans:

This can be a tricky question to answer, especialy if you have never held a supervisory / managerial position or had any form of responsibility. In your replies you
need to display resourcefulness, an ability to solve problems, your decision making skills and be able to clearly explain the approach you used. No matter how little
work experience you have you should always be able to lead and come up with creative solutions. Describe situations where you came up with an idea that increased
efficiency in your office or cut costs after you discovered a cheaper supplier etc.

View All Answers

Question - 41:
Which professional organizations do you belong to?
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Ans:

A good writer views his or her work as a business, one that is worth investing in-and part of that investment involves joining professional organizations. They offer
the opportunity to keep up with trends, sharpen skills, and benefit from interaction with other professionals. And a good writer will find a way to come up with the
annual dues.

View All Answers

Question - 42:
Tell me about the best book you've read recently?

Ans:

The best writers love to read, and not just blogs and e-zines. On my list of acceptable answers would be any marketing or general business book, as well as any book
that shows your writer is awell-rounded individual.

View All Answers

Question - 43:
How do you kick off aproject with anew client?

Ans:

What you're looking for here is listening. A good content writer will spend time with the client to get afeel for the brand's personality as well as the needs of its target
audience.

View All Answers

Question - 44:
Why you leave your last job?

Ans:

* There was no real room for growing my career.

* The position you are advertising seems like a excellent match for my knowledge, abilities and qualifications.

* | am keen to use my skill sets and abilitiesin a different capacity than | havein the past.

* | am looking for ajob that has more responsibility.

* The reason for leaving my last job was that | wanted to spend more time with my family. | am now ready to go back into full time employment.

View All Answers

Question - 45:
Tell me something about you and related to yourself?

Ans:

They want you to tell them (in your own words) a bit more about your background, work experience, attitude and ambitions. Make your answer brief and to the point.
Do not talk about your hobbies, personal likes or dislikes. Finish the answer by focusing on your Unique Selling Proposition, do this by mentioning what you are
good at etc.

View All Answers

Question - 46:
What not to say in your weaknesses?

Ans:
Y ou are aworkahalic.

View All Answers

Question - 47:
What are your weaknesses?

Ans:

* Occasionaly | have been told that | take longer than other colleagues to complete complicated projects or tasks. But this is only because | want to make sure the
work | doisto the highest standards.

* My MS PowerPoint skills are weak, so | have enrolled on a evening course to improve them.

* | am sometimes accused of being over friendly.

View All Answers

Question - 48:
What are your strengths?

Ans:

| have been told that i am honest, reliable and ethical.

Y our sense of urgency, if you know that atask isimportant, then you will work hard to get it done on time.
You are afast learner.

Ability to communicate with people.

Flexible enough to handle changing environments.

Able to cope with setback and learn from my mistakes.

View All Answers
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