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Music Teacher Interview Questions And Answers

Music Teacher Interview Questions And Answers Guide.

Question - 1:
What is canon?
Ans:

A musical form where the melody or tune is imitated by individual parts at regular intervals. The individual parts may enter at different measures and pitches. The
tune may also be played at different speeds, backwards, or inverted.

View All Answers

Question - 2:
What is classical?
Ans:

The period of music history which dates from the mid 1700's to mid 1800's. The music was spare and emotionally reserved, especially when compared to Romantic
and Borogue music.

View All Answers

Question - 3:

What isfugue?

Ans:

A composition written for three to six voices. Beginning with the exposition, each voice enters at different times, creating counterpoint with one another.

View All Answers

Question - 4:

What is klangfarbenmel odie?

Ans:

The technique of atering the tone color of a single note or musical line by changing from one instrument to another in the middle of anote or line.

View All Answers

Question - 5:

What is encore?

Ans:

A piece of music played at the end of arecital responding to the audiences enthusiastic reaction to the performance, shown by continuous applause.

View All Answers

Question - 6:

What is prelude?

Ans:

A short piece originally preceded by a more substantial work, also an orchestral introduction to opera, however not lengthy enough to be considered an overture.

View All Answers

Question - 7:

What is gregorian Chant?

Ans:

Singing or chanting in unison without strict rhythm. Collected during the Reign of Pope Gregory V111 for psalms and other other parts of the church service.

View All Answers
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Question - 8:
What is enharmonic Interval ?
Ans:

Two notes that differ in name only. The notes occupy the same position. For example: C sharp and D flat.
View All Answers

Question - 9:
Explain what is scale?
Ans:

An ordered succession of adjacent pitches, arranged in a sequence of whole steps and half steps, for example the magjor or minor scales. A specific scaleis defined by
its characteristic interval pattern and by its most prominent pitch, known asitstonic.

View All Answers

Question - 10:
What is falsetto?
Ans:

A style of male singing where by partial use of the vocal chords, the voice is able to reach the pitch of afemale.
View All Answers

Question - 11:

Tell me what is concerto?

Ans:

A composition written for a solo instrument. The soloist plays the melody while the orchestra plays the accompaniment.

View All Answers

Question - 12:
What isfifth?
Ans:

Theinterval between two notes. Three whole tones and one semitone make up the distance between the two notes.
View All Answers

Question - 13:
What is romantic?
Ans:

A period in history during the 18th and early 19th centuries where the focus shifted from the neoclassical style to an emotional, expressive, and imaginative style.
View All Answers

Question - 14:

What is key signature?

Ans:

Theflats and sharps at the beginning of each staff line indicating the key of music the piece is to be played.

View All Answers

Question - 15:
What is dynamics?
Ans:

Pertaining to the loudness or softness of a musical composition. Also the symbolsin sheet music indicating volume.
View All Answers

Question - 16:
Explain me about an instructor or mentor that has inspired you?
Ans:

This question creates an opportunity for the prospect to tell a story. Being a good storyteller is important for music teachers. Storytelling is a great way to engage
students and help them with focus.

View All Answers

Question - 17:

What is reed?

Ans:

The piece of canein wind instruments. The players cause vibrations by blowing through it in order to produce sound.
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Question - 18:

Tell me what is harmony?

Ans:

Pleasing combination of two or three tones played together in the background while amelody is being played. Harmony also refers to the study of chord progressions.

View All Answers

Question - 19:
What is classicism?
Ans:

The period of music history which dates from the mid 1800's and lasted about sixty years. There was a strong regard for order and balance.
View All Answers

Question - 20:
Tell me how would aformer student describe you as a teacher?
Ans:

This question is related to #3 so | don't always ask these back-to-back. This question encourages the interviewee to discuss their strengths and abilities from a
different perspective.

View All Answers

Question - 21:
What is scordatura?
Ans:

The retuning of a stringed instrument in order to play notes below the ordinary range of the instrument or to produce an usual tone color.
View All Answers

Question - 22:
Do you know what is solo?
Ans:

For one player (musician), or to be played alone. In an orchestral work it has come to mean the important line or part for one player, while soli would be the same for
agroup or section of players.

View All Answers

Question - 23:
What is conductor?
Ans:

One who directs a group of performers. The conductor indicates the tempo, phrasing, dynamics, and style by gestures and facial expressions.
View All Answers

Question - 24:
What is cadenza?
Ans:

Initially an improvised cadence by a soloist; later becoming an elaborate and written out passage in an aria or concerto, featuring the skills of an instrumentalist or
vocalist.

View All Answers

Question - 25:
Tell uswhat makes your favorite artist so outstanding?
Ans:

This question tests a candidate's ability to be expressive. They will have to dig a little deeper into their thoughts to come up with a thoughtful answer. This question
puts them in a position where they have to explain musical concepts. This, of course, is something that they will have to do in alesson.

View All Answers

Question - 26:
What is relative major and minor?

Ans:
The major and minor keys that share the same notes in that key. For example: A minor shares the same note as C magjor.

View All Answers

Question - 27:
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Tell mewhat is measure?

Ans:
The unit of measure where the beats on the lines of the staff are divided up into two, three, four beats to a measure.
View All Answers

Question - 28:
Tell mewhat is fermata?

Ans:
To hold atone or rest held beyond the written value at the discretion of the performer.
View All Answers

Question - 29:
What is clef?

Ans:
In sheet music, a symbol at the beginning of the staff defining the pitch of the notes found in that particular staff.

View All Answers

Question - 30:
Tell usisthere anything in your personal life that could impact your ability to get to work on a consistent basis?

Ans:

The question is an invitation for the prospect to reveal any prior commitments or family issues that could impact their ability to work. Caring for family members,
lack of reliable transportation, school, and touring bands are all issues |'ve dealt with as an employer. Some of these issues are more disruptive to business than others.
It's important to address any of these issues up front.

View All Answers

Question - 31:
Basic Music Teacher Job Interview Questions:

Ans:

* What is your professional and educational experiencein music?

* What is your teaching experience? What age groups do you teach?

* How do you participate in ongoing professional development?

* Do you have awritten studio policy? Will you review it with me?

* Do you regularly evaluate student progress?

* What instructional materials do you use?

* What kinds of music do you teach?

* What other elements are part of your teaching curriculum?

* Do you require students to perform in studio recitals during the year?

* Do you offer other performance opportunities for your students, such as festivals and competitions?
* Do you use technology in your studio, such as computers, music instruction software, digital keyboards?
* How much practice time do you require each day?

* What do you expect of your students? Their parents?

* What is the Parent's Role?

* Do you charge by lesson or for the month?

View All Answers

Question - 32:
Professional Music Teacher Job Interview Questions:

Ans:

* What is your teaching philosophy?

* Why do you want to work at our school ?

* What kind of repertoire would you have our students perform?

* What inspires you?

* Why did you become a music teacher?

* | step into your classroom. What would | see?

* |f akid confidesto you that his parents are abusive, what would you do?

* What skills would your students have by the time they leave your program?
* What approach to music education do you most use in your classroom?

* What are the first three solfege notes you would teach in Kodaly? (I actually got this question)
* What is your opinion about dalcroze?

* What is your background with Orff instruments?

* What background do you have with teaching instruments?

* Would you be comfortable teaching general music?

* Would you be comfortable teaching recorder/flutophone/violin/piano?

* What is your approach to changing boys' voices?

* What is most important to you in a classroom?

* What are your classroom management strategies?

* How would you redirect a distracted child so they are not disrupting their classmates?
* How do you make sure students are all able to succeed? (Differentiation)

* What role would formative assessment have in your classroom?

* How would you use technology in our classroom?
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Question - 33:

What is dissonance?

Ans:

Harsh, discordant, and lack of harmony. Also a chord that sounds incomplete until it resolves itself on a harmonious chord.

View All Answers

Question - 34:
What is fourth?
Ans:

The interval between two notes. Two whole tones and one semitone make up the distance between the two notes.
View All Answers

Question - 35:
Do you know what is major?
Ans:

One of the two modes of the tonal system. Music written in major keys have a positive affirming character.
View All Answers

Question - 36:

What is sonata?

Ans:

Music of a particular form consisting of four movements. Each of the movements differ in tempo, rhythm, and melody; but are held together by subject and style.

View All Answers

Question - 37:
Tell us have you ever been in aposition of leadership? If yes, What were your greatest challenges and how did you handle them?
Ans:

A more thoughtful, introspective candidate is likely to handle this question well. | have found that people with leadership experience often better understand the
dynamics of the teacher/student relationship. They often have more animated or strong personalities. These are all great attributes for a music teacher. A music
teacher ultimately needs to make music fun.

View All Answers

Question - 38:
Tell mewhat is cadence?
Ans:

A sequence of chords that brings an end to a phrase, either in the middle or the end of a composition.
View All Answers

Question - 39:
What is cantabile?
Ans:

A style of singing which is characterized by the easy and flowing tone of the composition.
View All Answers

Question - 40:
What is drone?

Ans:
Dull, monotonous tone such as a humming or buzzing sound. Also a bass note held under a melody.

View All Answers

Question - 41:
What is etude?

Ans:

A musical composition written solely to improve technique. Often performed for artistic interest.
View All Answers

Question - 42:
What isfinae?
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Ans:
Movement or passage that concludes the musical composition.
View All Answers

Question - 43:
What are modes?
Ans:

Either of the two octave arrangements in modern music. The modes are either major or minor.
View All Answers

Question - 44:

Tell mewhat is system?

Ans:

A combination of two or more staves on which al the notes are vertically aligned and performed simultaneously in differing registers and instruments.

View All Answers

Question - 45:
Tell uswhat isacommon musical concept that students struggle with? How do you approach thisin your lessons?
Ans:

Troubleshooting is an essential skill for any instructor. This question puts the candidate in teaching mode. Be prepared to throw out a musical challenge to see how
they respond. (i.e. Student is unable to transition to chords smoothly, Student slows down in a section)

View All Answers

Question - 46:

Tell mewhat is accelerando?

Ans:

A symbol used in musical notation indicating to gradually quicken tempo.

View All Answers

Question - 47:
What is chamber music?
Ans:

Written for 2 to 10 solo parts featuring one instrument to a part. Each part bears the same importance.
View All Answers

Question - 48:
What is Da Capo?
Ans:

In sheet music, an instruction to repeat the beginning of the piece before stopping on the final chord.
View All Answers

Question - 49:

Tell mewhat is ensemble?

Ans:

The performance of either al instruments of an orchestra or voicesin a chorus.

View All Answers

Question - 50:
What is grave?
Ans:

Word to indicate the movement or entire composition isto be played very slow and serious.
View All Answers

Question - 51:
What is madrigal ?

Ans:
A contrapuntal song written for at |east three voices, usually without accompaniment.
View All Answers

Question - 52:
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What istimbre?

Ans:
Tone color, quality of sound that distinguishes one verse or instrument to another. It is determined by the harmonies of sound.
View All Answers

Question - 53:
What is round?
Ans:

A canon where the melody is sung in two or more voices. After the first voice begins, the next voice starts singing after a couple of measures are played in the
preceding voice. All parts repeat continuously.

View All Answers

Question - 54:
Do you know what is tonality?
Ans:

The organization of all the tones and harmonies of a piece of music in relation to a tonic.
View All Answers

Question - 55:
What is gavotte?
Ans:

A 17th century dance written in Quadruple time, always beginning on the third beat of the measure.
View All Answers

Question - 56:

What is expressionism?

Ans:

Atonal and violent style used as a means of evoking heightened emotions and states of mind.

View All Answers

Question - 57:
What is development?
Ans:

Where the musical themes and melodies are developed, written in sonata form.
View All Answers

Question - 58:
What is castrato?
Ans:

Male singers who were castrated to preserve their alto and soprano vocal range.
View All Answers

Question - 59:

What is baroque?

Ans:

Timein music history ranging from the middle of the 16th to the middle of the 17th centuries. Characterized by emotional, flowery music; written in strict form.

View All Answers

Question - 60:
Explain me what qualities do you think a good teacher should have?
Ans:

Thisis agreat way of finding out if the applicant's philosophy towards music education is in sync with your studio. It's another way of asking "What type of teacher
do you aspireto be".

View All Answers

Question - 61:
What is verismo?
Ans:

A form of Italian opera beginning at the end of the 19th century. The setting is contemporary to the composer's own time, and the characters are modeled after every
day life.
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Question - 62:
What is rondo?

Ans:
A musical form where the principal theme is repeated severa times. The rondo was often used for the final movements of classical sonata form works.

View All Answers

Question - 63:
Do you know what is tonic?

Ans:
A pitch that is the first degree of amajor or minor scale and the tonal center of a piece composed in a particular key.
View All Answers

Question - 64:
What is glee?
Ans:

Vocal composition written for three or more solo parts, usually without instrumental accompaniment.
View All Answers

Question - 65:

What is exposition?

Ans:

The first section of amovement written in sonata form, introducing the melodies and themes.

View All Answers

Question - 66:
What is deceptive cadence?

Ans:
A chord progression that seems to lead to resolving itself on the final chord; but does not.
View All Answers

Question - 67:
What is cantata?

Ans:
Music written for chorus and orchestra. Most often religious in nature.
View All Answers

Question - 68:
Tell mewhat is acappella?

Ans:
One or more vocalists performing without an accompani ment.
View All Answers

Question - 69:
Tell mewho's your favorite musician or composer?

Ans:

One of my favorite interview questions. It's a curveball and softball question rolled into one. It helps the interviewee relax since they are going to start off talking
about something they probably have strong opinions about.

* Take note of their response. Not their words but how they deliver them.

* Do they seem relaxed and animated or flat and guarded?

* Do they seem eager to answer the question or do they seem concerned about answering it the way you want them to?

View All Answers
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