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mindSHIFT Interview Questions And Answers Guide.

Question - 1:
Basic 15 Interview Questions that Test Communication Skills In mindSHIFT:

Ans:
For most jobs, communication skills In mindSHIFT are important. It's hard to work as a team if people aren't communicating well. 
At some jobs, like customer service or sales, communication skills are an absolute essential. 
These questions are meant to help gauge a candidate's ability to communicate.
1. How do you prefer to build rapport with others?
2. How would you go about simplifying a complex issue in order to explain it to a client or colleague?
3. How would you go about persuading someone to see things your way at work?
4. How would you go about explaining a complex idea/problem to a client who was already frustrated?
5. What would you do if you there was a breakdown in communication at work?
6. Talk about a successful presentation you gave and why you think it did well. 
7. How would you explain a complicated technical problem to a colleague with less technical understanding?
8. Do you prefer written or verbal communication In mindSHIFT?
9. Describe a time when you had to be careful talking about sensitive information. How did you do it?
10. What would you do if you misunderstood an important communication on the job? 
11. Talk about a time when you made a point that you knew your colleagues would be resistant to.
12. Is it more important to be a good listener or a good communicator In mindSHIFT?
13. Tell me about a time you had to relay bad news to a client or colleague. 
14. Rate your communication skills on a scale of 1 to 10. Give examples of experiences that demonstrate the rating is accurate.
15. How have you handled working under someone you felt was not good at communicating?
View All Answers

Question - 2:
Why was there a gap in your employment In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
If you were unemployed for a period of time, be direct and to the point about what you've been up to (and hopefully, that's a litany of impressive volunteer and other
mind-enriching activities, like blogging or taking classes). Then, steer the conversation toward how you will do the job and contribute to the organization: "I decided
to take a break at the time, but today I'm ready to contribute to this organization in the following ways."
View All Answers

Question - 3:
Have you ever you have been in a position In mindSHIFT where you've had to fire someone? How did you feel about that experience?

Ans:
Be very thoughtful about your answer. This is a very serious matter for most companies and requires a very serious answer. You need to express that you will do it
when it is the right thing to do but you don't want to give the impression that you're callus to the process. Don't forget that firing is not the same as laying someone off
- it typically is for the direct benefit of the company.
View All Answers

Question - 4:
What role are you ready to take in a group?

Ans:
Ideally, you want to take on the role you're interviewing for, but you want to be flexible with your responsibilities In mindSHIFT if there are any changes.
View All Answers

Question - 5:
What kind of car do you drive?

Ans:
The only time this might matter is if the job requires a certain type of car because of the responsibilities. For example, if you need to load a lot of construction
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materials into your car, you'll probably need a truck.
View All Answers

Question - 6:
What motivates you at the work place?

Ans:
Keep your answer simple, direct and positive. Some good answers may be the ability to achieve, recognition or challenging assignments.
View All Answers

Question - 7:
How much are you willing to sacrifice to be successful at work In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
With anything comes sacrifice. The questions is how much of it are you willing to sacrifice with regards to work life balance, stress, etc?
View All Answers

Question - 8:
When were you most satisfied in your job In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
I'm a people person. I was always happiest and most satisfied when I was interacting with community residents, making sure I was able to meet their needs and giving
them the best possible comfort in a tough situation. It was my favorite part of the job, and it showed. Part of the reason I'm interested in this job is that I know I'd have
even more interaction with the public, on an even more critical level.
View All Answers

Question - 9:
In your last job what kinds of pressure did you encounter and how did you react In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
Do not show your fear or uneasiness in handling pressure. Everyone likes to have a worker who can handle pressure calmly and with a clear train of thought. Show
how you would logically come to a conclusion in a pressure filled situation.
View All Answers

Question - 10:
What relevant work experience do you have in this career field In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
Talk about specific work related experience for the position you're interviewing for. Make sure the experience is relevant. Don't talk about previous experience that is
not related to the position in question. If you don't have specific career related experience speak about prior experience that has helped you develop the specific
knowledge and skills required for the position you are applying for.
View All Answers

Question - 11:
If you were hiring a person for this job In mindSHIFT, what would you look for?

Ans:
Discuss qualities you possess required to successfully complete the job duties.
View All Answers

Question - 12:
If you could do it all over again, how would you plan your academic studies differently?

Ans:
Whatever you do, just don't act bitter. A lot of times we wish we could change the past, but focus on the positive reasons and results of the decisions you already
made.
View All Answers

Question - 13:
What education or training have you had that makes you fit for this profession In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
This would be the first question asked in any interview. Therefore, it is important that you give a proper reply to the question regarding your education. You should
have all the documents and certificates pertaining to your education and/or training, although time may not allow the interviewer to review all of them.
View All Answers

Question - 14:
Where do you see yourself in five years? Ten years?

Ans:
Bad Answer: A generic or uninspired answer. Also, answers that show that this career/company is just a temporary stop for them. 
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Good answer: One that shows the candidate has thought about this question, has plans, and that those plans align with the job and a career path that is possible in the
company. You want to see that this candidate is a good long term investment.
View All Answers

Question - 15:
What do you ultimately want to become?

Ans:
Do you want to be an entry level worker In mindSHIFT? Do you want to be a leader? Do you want to be an entrepreneur? Do you want to be a philanthropist? Do
you want to be in middle management? Ask yourself these questions to figure it out.
View All Answers

Question - 16:
How do you stay organized?

Ans:
By maintaining proper routine every day. Putting my strongest points with my weakness. High priority always comes first In mindSHIFT.
View All Answers

Question - 17:
Explain yourself in one line?

Ans:
When you respond, keep in mind the type of position you are interviewing for like mindSHIFT based job, the company culture, and the work environment. Your
answer should help show the interviewer why you're a match for the job and for the company. 
Sample answers are:
* I'm a people person. I really enjoy meeting and working with a lot of different people.
* I'm a perfectionist. I pay attention to all the details, and like to be sure that everything is just right.
* I'm a creative thinker. I like to explore alternative solutions to problems and have an open mind about what will work best.
* I'm efficient and highly organized. This enables me to be as productive as possible on the job.
* I enjoy solving problems, troubleshooting issues, and coming up with solutions in a timely manner.
View All Answers

Question - 18:
What did you like least about your last (or current) job In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
Don't vent or focus on the negative with brutally honest answers such as "My boss was a jerk," or "The company culture was too politically correct," or "They just
weren't giving me the opportunity to take my career to the next level." Instead, keep the emphasis on the positive, even though there are sure to be things you weren't
happy about.
View All Answers

Question - 19:
Your client is upset with you for a mistake you made, how do you react?

Ans:
Acknowledge their pain - empathize with them. Then apologize and offer a solution to fix the mistake.
View All Answers

Question - 20:
Top 11 Questions to Verify Experience and Credentials In mindSHIFT:

Ans:
Sometimes people want a job a little too bad - and they may fudge their credentials and experience a bit. 
If you've run into this problem, are worried about it, or have credentials and experience that are absolutely essential, you may need to ask a few verification questions.
If you are a candidate, you should review your resume and make sure you know all the key points, and that nothing has been misconstrued. 
1. What grades did you get in college?
2. What were your responsibilities when you worked in job x?
3. How many people were on your team at your last job?
4. What will your previous manager/supervisor say when I ask where you needed to improve?
5. What was your beginning and ending salary at job x?
6. What were your beginning and ending titles at job x?
7. Are you eligible for rehire at job x?
8. What tools are necessary for performing job x?
9. Describe to me how you would perform [x typical job task].
10. What was the focus of your thesis?
11. When did you leave company x?
View All Answers

Question - 21:
How does your present position differ from past ones?

Ans:
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Describe the difference with regards to responsibilities, culture, team, career opportunity, and the work itself.
View All Answers

Question - 22:
Tell me why do you want this job In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
Bad Answer: No solid answer, answers that don't align with what the job actually offers, or uninspired answers that show your position is just another of the many
jobs they're applying for.
Good answer: The candidate has clear reasons for wanting the job that show enthusiasm for the work and the position, and knowledge about the company and job.
View All Answers

Question - 23:
What are three positive characteristics you wish you had?

Ans:
The key here is to be honest about your wish list but then to describe how you plan on developing or growing those characteristics so that it becomes a reality. For
example, I wish I had a stronger work ethic and I am reading a book right now about how to instill a better discipline around getting work done efficiently.
View All Answers

Question - 24:
Describe to me a time where you had to make a hard decision In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
Hard decisions are hard for a reason. It could dramatically effect the company. It could affect other workers. So if you have a story about how you made a hard
decision and had a good outcome, share that. If you have one where the outcome wasn't great, explain how you would have changed the way you approached the
decision to show you learned how to improve.
View All Answers

Question - 25:
Did the salary we offer attract you to this job?

Ans:
The interviewer could be asking you this question for a number of reasons. Obviously, the salary is an important factor to your interest in this job, but it should not be
the overriding reason for your interest. A good answer to this question is, "The salary was very attractive, but the job itself is what was most attractive to me."
View All Answers

Question - 26:
What motivates you to succeed?

Ans:
Your interviewer will likely want to know the reasons why you will remain motivated to do your best during your employment with the company In mindSHIFT.
Perhaps you are interested in being challenged, but you may also have interest in being recognized for your hard work in the form of the number of sales you can
attain. A great example answer for this question is "I always do my best in everything, including my job. I take pride in my success, and I also want the company for
which I work to be successful. Being affiliated with a company that is known for its excellence is very important to me."
View All Answers

Question - 27:
What differentiates this company from other competitors?

Ans:
Be positive and nice about their competitors but also discuss how they are better than them and why they are the best choice for the customer. For example:
"Company XYZ has a good product, but I truly believe your company has a 3-5 year vision for your customer that aligns to their business needs."
View All Answers

Question - 28:
Where do you see yourself in 5 years with your career?

Ans:
Be sure to paint a clear picture of your career vision that demonstrates your aspirations and goals that are realistic. This could emphasize increased responsibility, the
ability to manage people and so forth
View All Answers

Question - 29:
Why are manhole covers round?

Ans:
This is a classic brainteaser, which was reportedly first asked by a Microsoft interviewer. Here's how to ""solve"" this brainteaser (remember to speak and reason out
loud while solving this brainteaser): Why are manhole covers round? Could there be a structural reason? Why aren't manhole covers square? It would make it harder
to fit with a cover. You'd have to rotate it exactly the right way. 
The pipes below are also round, so fitting them might be easier, as might be making them. So many manhole covers are round because they don't need to be rotated.
There are no corners to deal with. Also, a round manhole cover won't fall into a hole because it was rotated the wrong way, so it's safer. Looking at this, it seems
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corners are a problem. You can't cut yourself on a round manhole cover. And because it's round, it can be more easily transported. One person can roll it.
View All Answers

Question - 30:
What is your ideal working environment?

Ans:
Describe your ideal working environment. Do you like flexibility with work hours? Do you like working in a cubicle or independently? Do you like to be micro
managed or empowered? Do you like to work on your own or in a team? Do you like being driven by metrics in your role? How much responsibility do you want?
View All Answers

Question - 31:
If you could offer suggestions on how to improve our company, what would you say?

Ans:
Examine the trends of the company and also where there may be some weaknesses (news articles often document this on public companies or look at their
competitors to see how they're positioning it against them.) Then, once you have that knowledge, think creatively on how you could improve upon that weakness for
them.
View All Answers

Question - 32:
Did you get on well with your last manager?

Ans:
A dreaded question for many! When answering this question never give a negative answer. "I did not get on with my manager" or "The management did not run the
business well" will show you in a negative light and reduce your chance of a job offer. Answer the question positively, emphasizing that you have been looking for a
career progression. Start by telling the interviewer what you gained from your last job In mindSHIFT
View All Answers

Question - 33:
What negative thing would your last boss say about you?

Ans:
"He/She wouldn't say anything bad, but he/she may point out I could improve in a certain area, and I've taken steps to become better at those skills"
View All Answers

Question - 34:
Tell me about the last time you missed a goal or deadline?

Ans:
Unless you're a completely perfect person, chances are you've messed up before on a goal/deadline. If so, discuss how you fell short and what you would have done in
retrospect to achieve it.
View All Answers

Question - 35:
How would your former employer describe you?

Ans:
In all likelihood, the interviewer will actually speak with your former employer so honesty is key. Answer as confidently and positively as possible and list all of the
positive things your past employer would recognize about you. Do not make the mistake of simply saying you are responsible, organized, and dependable. Instead,
include traits that are directly related to your work as a medical assistant, such as the ability to handle stressful situations and difficult patients, the way you kept
meticulous records, and more.
View All Answers

Question - 36:
How do you define arrogance? Are you arrogant?

Ans:
Arrogance is having an attitude of superiority beyond reason. Confidence is believing in yourself without being cocky. You should not be arrogant.
View All Answers

Question - 37:
What are your thoughts on social media for this role?

Ans:
Without a doubt, social media is becoming more and more pervasive in our jobs. You should stress that social media is not appropriate for personal use at work.
However, if the company embraces social media in certain departments (for example marketing), then you may want to discuss how you could use it for work (as
long as it applies to your role).
View All Answers

Question - 38:
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How has school prepared you for this job role?

Ans:
Think back to how you've interacted with your peers to develop social skills, how you've worked with classmates on projects to develop teamwork and collaborative
skills, how you've developed discipline through studying, how the courses have helped your creativity, and how the classes you've taken have impacted your
analytical / problem solving / reasoning skills.
View All Answers

Question - 39:
What other companies are you interviewing with?

Ans:
Companies ask this for a number of reasons, from wanting to see what the competition is for you to sniffing out whether you're serious about the industry. "Often the
best approach is to mention that you are exploring a number of other similar options in the company's industry,".  It can be helpful to mention that a common
characteristic of all the jobs you are applying to is the opportunity to apply some critical abilities and skills that you possess. For example, you might say 'I am
applying for several positions with IT consulting firms where I can analyze client needs and translate them to development teams in order to find solutions to
technology problems.'
View All Answers

Question - 40:
What does success mean to you?

Ans:
I am punctual, I always have excellent attendance on any job In mindSHIFT, I have a keen eye for both large and small details, and I am always finding ways to
improve a process and shorten the length of time it takes to complete a project.
View All Answers

Question - 41:
If you look at a clock and the time is 3:15, what's the angle between the hour and the minute hands?

Ans:
Usually, if the answer to a brainteaser seems too easy, chances are the answer's wrong. And in this case, the answer is not zero degrees. The hour hand, remember,
moves as well. That is, in addition to the minute hand. And so, at 3:15, the hour hand and the minute hand are not on top of each other. In fact, the hour hand has
moved a quarter of the way between the 3 and 4. This means it's moved a quarter of 30 degrees (360 degrees divided by 12 equals 30). So the answer, to be exact, is
seven and a half degrees (30 divided by four).
View All Answers

Question - 42:
What do you like to do outside of work?

Ans:
Interviewers ask personal questions in an interview to "see if candidates will fit in with the culture [and] give them the opportunity to open up and display their
personality, too,". In other words, if someone asks about your hobbies outside of work, it's totally OK to open up and share what really makes you tick. (Do keep it
semi-professional, though: Saying you like to have a few beers at the local hot spot on Saturday night is fine. Telling them that Monday is usually a rough day for you
because you're always hungover is not.)
View All Answers

Question - 43:
How would you be an asset to us In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
Think again about the job specification and the skills needed for this role In mindSHIFT. Have a paragraph prepared highlighting how you will be able to do the job
and what you can bring to the team. It goes without saying that this paragraph should be positive.
View All Answers

Question - 44:
What did you major in and why?

Ans:
Tell them your major and the motivations behind why you chose it and how it's helped to prep your of this potential job.
View All Answers

Question - 45:
Why are you leaving your current job?

Ans:
This is a toughie, but one you can be sure you'll be asked. Definitely keep things positive-you have nothing to gain by being negative about your past employers.
Instead, frame things in a way that shows that you're eager to take on new opportunities and that the role you're interviewing for is a better fit for you than your
current or last position. For example, "I'd really love to be part of product development from beginning to end, and I know I'd have that opportunity here." And if you
were let go? Keep it simple: "Unfortunately, I was let go," is a totally OK answer.
View All Answers
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Question - 46:
Explain me about a time when you reached a goal within a tight deadline?

Ans:
I work well under pressure to meet deadlines without jeopardizing the quality of my work. I have always worked in a fast pace environment where we are constantly
under pressure to achieve best results within a time frame.
View All Answers

Question - 47:
What would you like to have accomplished by the end of your career?

Ans:
Think of 3 major achievements that you'd like to accomplish in your job when all is said and done - and think BIG. You want to show you expect to be a major
contributor at the company. It could be creating a revolutionary new product, it could be implementing a new effective way of marketing, etc.
View All Answers

Question - 48:
How do you ensure all of your work gets accomplished in a productive manner?

Ans:
The key is to prioritize what's important in your work and to stay organized to accomplish the tasks. A strong work ethic also helps.
View All Answers

Question - 49:
What do you think is your greatest weakness?

Ans:
Don't say anything that could eliminate you from consideration for the job. For instance, "I'm slow in adapting to change" is not a wise answer, since change is par for
the course in most work environments. Avoid calling attention to any weakness that's one of the critical qualities the hiring manager is looking for. And don't try the
old "I'm a workaholic," or "I'm a perfectionist.
View All Answers

Question - 50:
Where do you see yourself professionally five years from now In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
Demonstrate both loyalty and ambition in the answer to this question. After sharing your personal ambition, it may be a good time to ask the interviewer if your
ambitions match those of the company.
View All Answers

Question - 51:
What type of work environment do you prefer?

Ans:
Ideally one that's similar to the environment of the company you're applying to. Be specific.
View All Answers

Question - 52:
What features of your previous jobs have you disliked?

Ans:
It's easy to talk about what you liked about your job in an interview, but you need to be careful when responding to questions about the downsides of your last
position. When you're asked at a job interview about what you didn't like about your previous job, try not to be too negative. You don't want the interviewer to think
that you'll speak negatively about this job or the company should you eventually decide to move on after they have hired you.
View All Answers

Question - 53:
How have you changed in the last five years?

Ans:
All in a nutshell. But I think I've attained a level of personal comfort in many ways and although I will change even more in the next 5-6 years I'm content with the
past 6 and what has come of them.
View All Answers

Question - 54:
What's a time you exercised leadership?

Ans:
Depending on what's more important for the the role, you'll want to choose an example that showcases your project management skills (spearheading a project from
end to end, juggling multiple moving parts) or one that shows your ability to confidently and effectively rally a team. And remember: "The best stories include
enough detail to be believable and memorable,". Show how you were a leader in this situation and how it represents your overall leadership experience and potential.
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Question - 55:
Tell me the difference between good and exceptional?

Ans:
Good gets the job done on time and is high quality. Exceptional is a game changer - it stands out, it's creative, it's above and beyond expectations. Tell the interviewer
a story about how you were exceptional.
View All Answers

Question - 56:
Do you like to start personal relationships with other employees?

Ans:
Well, the right answer is yes and no. Good personal relations can improve the overall performance of a team. But on the other hand, you should not let your emotions
to affect your decisions in work.
View All Answers

Question - 57:
Why should the we hire you as this position In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
This is the part where you link your skills, experience, education and your personality to the job itself. This is why you need to be utterly familiar with the job
description as well as the company culture. Remember though, it's best to back them up with actual examples of say, how you are a good team player.
View All Answers

Question - 58:
What would your first 30, 60, or 90 days look like in this role In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
Start by explaining what you'd need to do to get ramped up. What information would you need? What parts of the company would you need to familiarize yourself
with? What other employees would you want to sit down with? Next, choose a couple of areas where you think you can make meaningful contributions right away.
(e.g., "I think a great starter project would be diving into your email marketing campaigns and setting up a tracking system for them.") Sure, if you get the job, you (or
your new employer) might decide there's a better starting place, but having an answer prepared will show the interviewer where you can add immediate impact-and
that you're excited to get started.
View All Answers

Question - 59:
Have you got any questions?

Ans:
This is your final opportunity to persuade the interviewer that you are the right candidate for the job. Now is not the time to ask questions about holidays, pay or
pensions - all these things can be asked later when you get an offer of employment. Now is the time to ask about any reservations that the interviewer may have about
your suitability for the role. You will then give yourself one last chance to persuade the interviewer that you are the right candidate for the job.
Example  Thank you. I think we have covered everything. Before we finish the interview I would like to take the opportunity to ask if you have any reservations
about my suitability for this role?
View All Answers

Question - 60:
Do you work well under pressure?

Ans:
Yes.. When it comes down to the wire, the best thing I can to remain focused, have some flexibility, and understand priorities.. Giving them attention in the order they
are needed.
View All Answers

Question - 61:
What kind of salary do you need In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
This is a loaded question and a nasty little game that you will probably lose if you answer first. So, do not answer it. Instead, say something like, that's a tough
question. Can you tell me the range for this position? In most cases, the interviewer, taken off guard, will tell you. If not, say that it can depend on the details of the
job. Then give a wide range.
View All Answers

Question - 62:
There's no right or wrong answer, but if you could be anywhere in the world right now, where would you be?

Ans:
Just be honest about where you'd like to be - you never know - you may end up bonding with the interviewer with the location. However, you want to stress that you
want to work out of the location that you're interviewing for.
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Question - 63:
How do you act when you encounter competition?

Ans:
This question is designed to see if you can rise the occasion. You want to discuss how you are the type to battle competition strongly and then you need to cite an
example if possible of your past work experience where you were able to do so.
View All Answers

Question - 64:
Are you planning to continue your studies and training In mindSHIFT?

Ans:
If asked about plans for continued education, companies typically look for applicants to tie independent goals with the aims of the employer. Interviewers consistently
want to see motivation to learn and improve. Continuing education shows such desires, especially when potentials display interests in academia potentially benefiting
the company. 
Answering in terms of "I plan on continuing my studies in the technology field," when offered a question from a technology firm makes sense. Tailor answers about
continued studies specific to desired job fields. Show interest in the industry and a desire to work long-term in said industry. Keep answers short and to the point,
avoiding diatribes causing candidates to appear insincere.
View All Answers

Question - 65:
What problems have you encountered at work?

Ans:
Wow, do we have problems! Where do I begin? Well, most of the problems are internal, just people not working well with each other. I have one person on our team
who is a real problem, but it seems like management is afraid to do anything about it. So we all end up having to do extra work to cover for this person, who just
doesn't work. We all say that he's retired in place. I think he's just holding on until retirement in a couple years. But he's a real problem. I complain about it--a lot--but
nothing ever seems to get done. I've even written negative reviews about the person, hoping he will get canned, but it doesn't happen. I can't wait for him to retire.
View All Answers

Question - 66:
What do you know about this department?

Ans:
One good way to find out about the department is to try to "informally" interview the existing employees over coffee (outside of the office) if possible. It's hard if you
don't have any connections there, but if you do a great way to learn about it. Other than that, it's often hard to learn about the department so you can turn the table
back on them by asking questions to learn about it.
View All Answers
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