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Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA) Interview
Questions And Answers Guide.

Question - 1:
Do you work well within a team?

Ans:
Some people are thrown when they are asked this Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA) question when they are applying for a position to work alone.
Every company works as a team, so you are a good team player, give an example of when you have worked well within a team.
View All Answers

Question - 2:
How have you made an impact on your team in the past?

Ans:
I would explain and show to him or her best way possible and if they have a better way then I will encourage him or her to let me know then we can see if it works or
not As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA).
View All Answers

Question - 3:
What experience do you have As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
The employer would want to know that not only you can do the job but you can make the difference and bring significant contribution - Simple as that.
No doubt that this is your time to perform and present yourself - You have to introduce/sell yourself to the interviewer. Prepare your answer based on your
qualification, professional experience and what you've already achieved in your previous jobs. This is your time to express why you think that your professional
abilities fit into the job and its requirements.
Top 10 employment experience you'd want to review:
* Companies you worked for with dates
* The positions you've held
* Key projects and responsibilities
* Achievements
* Coursework & continues education
* Expertise
* Tools you used (software, hardware)
* Knowledge of languages
* Engagement with customers and key industry leaders
* Team work you were involved (and your contribution)
View All Answers

Question - 4:
When were you most satisfied in your job As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
I'm a people person. I was always happiest and most satisfied when I was interacting with community residents, making sure I was able to meet their needs and giving
them the best possible comfort in a tough situation. It was my favorite part of the job, and it showed. Part of the reason I'm interested in this job is that I know I'd have
even more interaction with the public, on an even more critical level.
View All Answers

Question - 5:
Are You a 'People' Person?

Ans:
Although it may be phrased a little differently, the gist of this question is clear: 
Do you like being around people? If you don't, being a medical assistant isn't a good fit for you. After all, you'll be working directly with patients throughout the day.
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It helps a lot if you sincerely like interacting with them. While answering this question, make sure to mention that you like helping people too. This will drive home
the point that you are a talented medical assistant and would be a valuable part of the team As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA).
View All Answers

Question - 6:
Explain me about a challenge or conflict you've faced at work As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA), and how you dealt with it?

Ans:
In asking this interview question, your interviewer wants to get a sense of how you will respond to conflict. Anyone can seem nice and pleasant in a job interview, but
what will happen if you're hired?.  Again, you'll want to use the S-T-A-R method, being sure to focus on how you handled the situation professionally and
productively, and ideally closing with a happy ending, like how you came to a resolution or compromise.
View All Answers

Question - 7:
What can you tell me about team work as part of the job As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
There is usually a team of staff nurses working in cooperation with each other.  A team of nurses has to get along well and coordinate their actions, usually by
dividing their responsibilities into sectors or specific activities. They help each other perform tasks requiring more than one person.
View All Answers

Question - 8:
Where do you see yourself in five years As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
If asked this question, be honest and specific about your future goals, but consider this: 
A hiring manager wants to know 
* a) if you've set realistic expectations for your career, 
* b) if you have ambition (a.k.a., this interview isn't the first time you're considering the question), and 
* c) if the position aligns with your goals and growth. Your best bet is to think realistically about where this position could take you and answer along those lines.
And if the position isn't necessarily a one-way ticket to your aspirations? 
It's OK to say that you're not quite sure what the future holds, but that you see this experience playing an important role in helping you make that decision.
View All Answers

Question - 9:
Do you have good computer skills?

Ans:
It is becoming increasingly important for medical assistants to be knowledgeable about computers. If you are a long-time computer user with experience with
different software applications, mention it. It is also a good idea to mention any other computer skills you have, such as a high typing rate, website creation, and more.
View All Answers

Question - 10:
Explain an occasion when you had to adapt in the face of a difficult situation?

Ans:
One of the most useful interview tactics is to remain positive about your work and achievements. This question lets the candidate draw on their own personal history
to show how they have been positive and successful in the face of difficulties. Choose a specific occasion to describe, rather than dealing with generic platitudes.
View All Answers

Question - 11:
How do you plan to go by an example for your subordinates?

Ans:
Sticking to the rules by yourself, working hard and not mind participating on basic tasks is a good answer.
View All Answers

Question - 12:
How would you motivate your team members to produce the best possible results?

Ans:
Trying to create competitive atmosphere, trying to motivate the team as a whole, organizing team building activities, building good relationships amongst people.
View All Answers

Question - 13:
How would you rate your communication and interpersonal skills for this job As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
These are important for support workers. But they differ from the communication skills of a CEO or a desktop support technician. Communication must be adapted to
the special ways and needs of the clients. Workers must be able to not only understand and help their clients, but must project empathy and be a warm, humane
presence in their lives.
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Question - 14:
What are your salary expectations As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
This question is like a loaded gun, tricky and dangerous if you're not sure what you are doing. It's not uncommon for people to end up talking salary before really
selling their skills, but knowledge is power as this is a negotiation after all. Again, this is an area where doing your research will be helpful as you will have an
understanding of average salary.
One approach is asking the interviewer about the salary range, but to avoid the question entirely, you can respond that money isn't a key factor and you're goal is to
advance in your career. However, if you have a minimum figure in mind and you believe you're able to get it, you may find it worth trying.
View All Answers

Question - 15:
What do you know about the company?

Ans:
Any candidate can read and regurgitate the company's "About" page. So, when interviewers ask this, they aren't necessarily trying to gauge whether you understand
the mission-they want to know whether you care about it. Start with one line that shows you understand the company's goals, using a couple key words and phrases
from the website, but then go on to make it personal. Say, "I'm personally drawn to this mission because..." or "I really believe in this approach because..." and share a
personal example or two.
View All Answers

Question - 16:
What does quality work mean to you?

Ans:
Quality work to be is about doing work to the require or set standard, which is very important when it comes to warehouse operations.
View All Answers

Question - 17:
What kind of salary do you need As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
This is a loaded question and a nasty little game that you will probably lose if you answer first. So, do not answer it. Instead, say something like, that's a tough
question. Can you tell me the range for this position? In most cases, the interviewer, taken off guard, will tell you. If not, say that it can depend on the details of the
job. Then give a wide range.
View All Answers

Question - 18:
What type of work environment do you prefer?

Ans:
Ideally one that's similar to the environment of the company you're applying to. Be specific.
View All Answers

Question - 19:
What types of personalities do you work with best?

Ans:
In the past, I have found it difficult to work with others who see themselves as better than others, who can take criticism, and who refuse to work with others. I have
found it challenging to work with them b/c I am a team oriented person who feels the importance of working together over the needs of the individual especially in a
learning environment.
View All Answers

Question - 20:
What's a time you exercised leadership?

Ans:
Depending on what's more important for the the role, you'll want to choose an example that showcases your project management skills (spearheading a project from
end to end, juggling multiple moving parts) or one that shows your ability to confidently and effectively rally a team. And remember: "The best stories include
enough detail to be believable and memorable,". Show how you were a leader in this situation and how it represents your overall leadership experience and potential.
View All Answers

Question - 21:
Why are you leaving your current job?

Ans:
This is a toughie, but one you can be sure you'll be asked. Definitely keep things positive-you have nothing to gain by being negative about your past employers.
Instead, frame things in a way that shows that you're eager to take on new opportunities and that the role you're interviewing for is a better fit for you than your
current or last position. For example, "I'd really love to be part of product development from beginning to end, and I know I'd have that opportunity here." And if you
were let go? Keep it simple: "Unfortunately, I was let go," is a totally OK answer.
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Question - 22:
Why do you want to work As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA) for this organisation?

Ans:
Being unfamiliar with the organisation will spoil your chances with 75% of interviewers, according to one survey, so take this chance to show you have done your
preparation and know the company inside and out. You will now have the chance to demonstrate that you've done your research, so reply mentioning all the positive
things you have found out about the organisation and its sector etc. This means you'll have an enjoyable work environment and stability of employment etc -
everything that brings out the best in you.
View All Answers

Question - 23:
How do you think I rate as an interviewer?

Ans:
I think you did fine. I'm sure you've conducted a lot of interviews, and it's probably second nature for you now. Thanks for taking the time to meet with me today. I'm
sure you have a lot of things you have to juggle every day.
I'd say you rate at least ten out of ten. The questions you asked seemed spot on. I can tell you guys are working hard to find the perfect applicant for the job. I'm glad I
could meet with you.
View All Answers

Question - 24:
Tell us about a suggestion you have made that has benefited an organization you've worked for?

Ans:
This is another opportunity to show the interviewer what you're capable of so make sure to be prepared for this type of question. Have an example ready and make
sure its an example of a suggestion you've made that was accepted and that have positive influence. If you can come up with an example that relates to the position
you're applying for that would be even better.
View All Answers

Question - 25:
Explain me about a problem or disagreement you had with previous supervisor?

Ans:
This question is trap. It is meant to see whether or not you'll speak poorly of an employer. No one wants to hire someone who's going to speak poorly of them down
the road. Stay upbeat and positive - and most of all don't say anything negative about a previous employer.
View All Answers

Question - 26:
Explain what are your weaknesses As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
Red flags: This is the peanut butter to the previous question's jelly. Again, everyone should expect it, so it's a bad sign if someone seems totally unprepared, or gives a
stock answer like, "I'm a perfectionist." Also, of course, candidates crazy enough to blurt out some horrible personality trait should go in the red flagged pile.
Good answer: Candidates should talk about a real weakness they've been working on improving. For instance, they're not good at public speaking, but they've been
taking a course to help them improve. Or maybe they feel that they're easily distracted when working online, but have installed software that helps them stay on task.
Answers like these show a desire for improvement, self awareness and discipline.
View All Answers

Question - 27:
Why are you interested in working As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA) for [insert company name here]?

Ans:
Bad Answer: They don't have a good reason, or provide a generic answer, "I think it represents a great opportunity." 
Good answer: One that shows they've done research on the company, and are truly excited about specific things they can do at the job. This not only shows
enthusiasm for the work and basic preparation skills, gives you clues about the cultural fit.
View All Answers

Question - 28:
What is your desired salary As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
Bad Answer:  Candidates who are unable to answer the question, or give an answer that is far above market. Shows that they have not done research on the market
rate, or have unreasonable expectations.
Good answer: A number or range that falls within the market rate and matches their level of mastery of skills required to do the job.
View All Answers

Question - 29:
Tell us something about yourself?

Ans:
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Bad Answer: Candidates who ramble on about themselves without regard for information that will actually help the interviewer make a decision, or candidates who
actually provide information showing they are unfit for the job. 
Good answer: An answer that gives the interviewer a glimpse of the candidate's personality, without veering away from providing information that relates to the job.
Answers should be positive, and not generic.
View All Answers

Question - 30:
Tell me about a difficult decision you've made in the last year As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
We all have difficult decisions in our lives. Show how you were able to arrive at it and then how you decisively acted.
View All Answers

Question - 31:
Tell me about a time when you had to make a decision without all the information you needed. How did you handle it As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant
(COTA)? Why? Were you happy with the outcome?

Ans:
In many scenarios, you will not have all the information needed. The key is to make the best possible decision based on what you deem to be a sufficient amount of
information.
View All Answers

Question - 32:
Give me a specific example of a time when you had to conform to a policy with which you did not agree?

Ans:
You want to first understand why the policy was put into effect. From there, if you truly disagree with it, explain your position to your management. If they don't
change it, then you must accept their decision and continue to work or the alternative decision would be to find a new job.
View All Answers

Question - 33:
Describe a time when you anticipated potential problems and developed preventive measures?

Ans:
The key here is to show that you were proactive. How did you find out about the potential problems? How did you address it quickly?
View All Answers

Question - 34:
What are you passionate about?

Ans:
Ask yourself - what are your core passions that you wake up excited to act on each and every day? Ask yourself what makes you happy or drives you - is it helping
others? Is it making money? Is it creating something? Is it about changing the world? Etc.
View All Answers

Question - 35:
What is your biggest regret to date and why?

Ans:
Describe honestly the regretful action / situation you were in but then discuss how you proactively fixed / improved it and how that helped you to improve as a
person/worker.
View All Answers

Question - 36:
What did you major in and why?

Ans:
Tell them your major and the motivations behind why you chose it and how it's helped to prep your of this potential job.
View All Answers

Question - 37:
How have you achieved your success?

Ans:
Discuss stories of how you've progressed over the years to achieve success. People relate best to stories.
View All Answers

Question - 38:
Describe yourself in three words?

Ans:
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Pick three adjectives but then back up each with a real life story that demonstrates those characteristics.
View All Answers

Question - 39:
Describe what a bad work environment would look like to you As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
There could be a multitude of things to discuss here: Business ethics (wrongdoing), inconsiderate teammates, non-supportive management, a product that does not do
what you're promising customers and so forth.
View All Answers

Question - 40:
How meticulous are you with details?

Ans:
Being detailed is important for many types of job roles. Typically you want to highlight how you've done that in previous roles. Example: "Being meticulous is
important to me. In my last job, I had to count the money in the register as a cashier to make sure it matched to the receipts down to the last penny." This was to
ensure there wasn't any "wrongdoing" at the company by any of the cashiers and I was always accurate in my reports.
View All Answers

Question - 41:
How do you feel about technology at the workplace in general?

Ans:
It's a great enabler for us to collaborate better as a team, for us to reach customers more efficiently and frequently and I believe it can help any company become more
efficient, leaner, and more productive.
View All Answers

Question - 42:
Would you describe yourself as more analytical or interpersonal?

Ans:
If you answer either, just make sure you explain why. For example, "I would consider myself to be more analytical because I'm good at examining a data set and then
understanding how to interpret it in a business environment." or "I'm more of interpersonal person because I enjoy working and collaborating with my teammates and
clients"
View All Answers

Question - 43:
Have you ever been fired and if yes, why?

Ans:
Answer this as positively as possible and try to avoid disparaging the company you had previously worked for. The key is to accept the fact that yes, you were fired,
but you've learned from the mistakes that got you there and you're better now because of it. If you haven't been fired, well, then this question's a piece of cake isn't it?
View All Answers

Question - 44:
How do you act when you encounter competition?

Ans:
This question is designed to see if you can rise the occasion. You want to discuss how you are the type to battle competition strongly and then you need to cite an
example if possible of your past work experience where you were able to do so.
View All Answers

Question - 45:
Give me an example of when you competed hard and won?

Ans:
You can reference many different areas here when discussing a story of where you won in competition: Work experience (ideal), sports, clubs, classes, projects.
View All Answers

Question - 46:
What's the least rewarding work you've ever done and why?

Ans:
Describe work you've done that you feel doesn't take advantage of your full potential. For example, "I once had to make paper copies for my job and I feel it didn't
take full advantage of my skills. However, it did teach me to be humble in my work and to appreciate a good opportunity when it arose to use my skills"
View All Answers

Question - 47:
How good are you at problem solving?
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Ans:
Describe the problem first and then discuss how you were able to fix it.
View All Answers

Question - 48:
Give me a few examples of how you're results oriented?

Ans:
Make you give an example where you discuss details and metrics. For example, I was a tutor in my last job and mentored 5 students on their SAT test taking skills
and raised their scores by 15% on average after a 3 month teaching stint.
View All Answers

Question - 49:
What does your professional network look like?

Ans:
If you have a professional network, discuss it detail (# of contacts, people you know, their positions and what you've learned from them or how you've worked with
them). If you don't have one, discuss how you would develop one (career fairs, networking events for that industry, through your existing friends, etc)
View All Answers

Question - 50:
What attracted you to this company As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
You could discuss the company's vision, culture and solutions/services as reasons for wanting to join it.
View All Answers

Question - 51:
What is your personal mission statement?

Ans:
Is it to conquer the world? Is it to become a CEO? Is it to give back to the community? Is it to inspire others? Define your statement by stating a clear vision of how
you want to make an impact on the world with your work.
View All Answers

Question - 52:
How would you feel about working for someone who knows less than you As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
The reality is, the majority of the time someone is in a management/leadership position is because of their experience and past success. So they probably possess at
least a unique set of knowledge from you. So you'll want to learn from them as much as possible. If it's not the case, then discuss how you would look for mentors in
different departments to help your personal career development.
View All Answers

Question - 53:
Tell me one thing about yourself you wouldn't want me to know?

Ans:
Talk about a trait that you would consider a weakness. No need to talk about your deepest darkest secrets here.
View All Answers

Question - 54:
Who are your heroes?

Ans:
Have at least one person you consider a hero or role model. Be ready to explain why they are a hero to you and how they've inspired you to be a better person.
View All Answers

Question - 55:
How did you find out about this job As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)? What do you know about the job?

Ans:
Possible ways to find out about the job: 
Online website listing, friend, professional referral, mentor, career fairs, networking events. You should know about the roles and responsibilities of the job and what
they're looking for. Make sure you read up on that online beforehand or ask the person that referred you.
View All Answers

Question - 56:
How do you rate yourself in computer skills? Please describe the programs and software that you can use well?

Ans:
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Ideally you want to able to type quickly, have the ability to effectively use Microsoft Office, and more importantly be able to quickly adapt to computer / technology
skills. More and more it's become an integral part of work. If the job doesn't require technology skills - then this question shouldn't be asked!
View All Answers

Question - 57:
Do you work better on a team, with just one partner, or alone?

Ans:
Ideally you can handle all three well, but you may have a personal preference for one or a few. The key is to make sure you understand what the job is looking for and
to pair your answer with that (assuming it's true)
View All Answers

Question - 58:
What would you like to avoid completely in your next job As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
Bad business ethics, teammates / managers that are disrespectful / inconsiderate. But of course, this job wouldn't have things like this right?
View All Answers

Question - 59:
What is the most important quality a supervisor should have?

Ans:
The ability to inspire / lead a team towards one common vision.
View All Answers

Question - 60:
How did you become interested in this field/industry?

Ans:
Describe how you've come to develop a passion or interest in this industry and use variables like "culture, people, vision, career development, and the work itself" to
define your choice
View All Answers

Question - 61:
How much time do you need to join the organization As Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA)?

Ans:
You should be able to join it right away, barring plans you've already made (family travel, vacation, other obligations). The key is to simply be open in
communication of what's already committed on your schedule. Most companies are accommodating. If they are not, weight the importance of joining that company
vs. your plans.
View All Answers

Question - 62:
Are you aggressive?

Ans:
If you are, describe it through a story / experience that you had. If you aren't, then explain why you're not. If the job role asks for you to be aggressive/not aggressive
and you're the opposite of it, explain how you would develop that characteristic.
View All Answers

Question - 63:
What are some of the things that you and your supervisor disagree upon and how do you resolve them? What do you do when you are pressed for a decision?

Ans:
The key is that you openly communicate your thoughts to your supervisor to explain your position and try to come to a mutual decision together. Also be sure to
listen to his/her thoughts so that you can potentially compromise. When you're pressed for a decision, make sure you've put thought into the reasons as to how you
arrived at it and then decisively make it.
View All Answers

Question - 64:
What kind of work interests you the most?

Ans:
You can talk about what you're passionate about. What motivates you. What excites you.
View All Answers

Question - 65:
Who has been an inspiration for you?

Ans:
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Cite your role models (possible examples could be your parents, people successful in the industry, world leaders, etc)
View All Answers
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