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Mainframe Systems Programmer Interview Questions And
Answers Guide.

Question - 1:
How do you evaluate success As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
I evaluate success As Mainframe Systems Programmer in different ways. At work, it is meeting the goals set by my supervisors and my fellow workers. It is my
understanding, from talking to other employees, that the Global Guideline company is recognized for not only rewarding success but giving employees opportunity to
grow as well.
View All Answers

Question - 2:
What is your greatest strength As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
This is your time to shine. Just remember the interviewer is looking for work related strengths As Mainframe Systems Programmer. Mention a number of them such
as being a good motivator, problem solver, performing well under pressure, being loyal, having a positive attitude, eager to learn, taking initiative, and attention to
detail. Whichever you go for, be prepared to give examples that illustrate this particular skill.
View All Answers

Question - 3:
What makes you right for this position?

Ans:
This question can be tricky because you need to show your worth As Mainframe Systems Programmer without sounding cocky or arrogant. Research the business
ahead of time and become familiar with its mission and values. Take the time to figure out how your personal qualities fit the needs of the business and use that fit to
provide your answer.
View All Answers

Question - 4:
When were you most satisfied in your job As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
I'm a people person. I was always happiest and most satisfied when I was interacting with community residents, making sure I was able to meet their needs and giving
them the best possible comfort in a tough situation. It was my favorite part of the job, and it showed. Part of the reason I'm interested in this job is that I know I'd have
even more interaction with the public, on an even more critical level.
View All Answers

Question - 5:
Explain a time when you did not get along with your coworker?

Ans:
I used to lock heads with a fellows. We disagreed over a lot of things - from the care of civilians to who got what shifts to how to speak with a victim's family. Our
personalities just didn't mesh. After three months of arguing, I pulled her aside and asked her to lunch. At lunch, we talked about our differences and why we weren't
getting along. It turns out, it was all about communication. We communicated differently and once we knew that, we began to work well together. I really believe that
talking a problem through with someone can help solve any issue.
View All Answers

Question - 6:
How well do you know this industry?

Ans:
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Two things businesses need to pay attention to in their industries are what their competition is doing and the customers. You may not always agree with your
competitors but it is important to be aware of what changes they are making. Very well. I have been in the industry for over 6 years.
View All Answers

Question - 7:
What challenges are you looking for in this position?

Ans:
A typical interview question to determine what you are looking for your in next job, and whether you would be a good fit for the position being hired for, is "What
challenges are you looking for in a position As Mainframe Systems Programmer?" The best way to answer questions about the challenges you are seeking is to
discuss how you would like to be able to effectively utilize your skills and experience if you were hired for the job. You can also mention that you are motivated by
challenges, have the ability to effectively meet challenges, and have the flexibility and skills necessary to handle a challenging job. You can continue by describing
specific examples of challenges you have met and goals you have achieved in the past.
View All Answers

Question - 8:
What do you already know about our company?

Ans:
Good reputation of a large home grown company that has various departments and product.
View All Answers

Question - 9:
What is your greatest strength? How does it help you As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
One of my greatest strengths, and that I am a diligent worker... I care about the work getting done.. I am always willing to help others in the team.. Being patient helps
me not jump to conclusions... Patience helps me stay calm when I have to work under pressure.. Being a diligent worker.. It ensures that the team has the same goals
in accomplishing certain things.
View All Answers

Question - 10:
Describe to me the position As Mainframe Systems Programmer you're applying for?

Ans:
This is a "homework" question, too, but it also gives some clues as to the perspective the person brings to the table. The best preparation you can do is to read the job
description and repeat it to yourself in your own words so that you can do this smoothly at the interview.
View All Answers

Question - 11:
Do you have any question regarding this job As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
Never ask Salary, perks, leave, place of posting, etc. regarded questions. Try to ask more about the company to show how early you can make a contribution to your
organization like. "Sir, with your kind permission I would like to know more about induction and developmental programs?" OR Sir, I would like to have my
feedback, so that I can analyze and improve my strengths and rectify my shortcomings.
View All Answers

Question - 12:
Explain an idea that you have had and have then implemented in practice?

Ans:
Often an interview guide will outline the so-called 'STAR' approach for answering such questions; Structure the answer as a situation, task, action, and result: what
the context was, what you needed to achieve, what you did, and what the outcome was as a result of your actions.
View All Answers

Question - 13:
Explain an occasion when you had to adapt in the face of a difficult situation?

Ans:
One of the most useful interview tactics is to remain positive about your work and achievements. This question lets the candidate draw on their own personal history
to show how they have been positive and successful in the face of difficulties. Choose a specific occasion to describe, rather than dealing with generic platitudes.
View All Answers

Question - 14:
What do you know about the company?

Ans:
Any candidate can read and regurgitate the company's "About" page. So, when interviewers ask this, they aren't necessarily trying to gauge whether you understand
the mission-they want to know whether you care about it. Start with one line that shows you understand the company's goals, using a couple key words and phrases
from the website, but then go on to make it personal. Say, "I'm personally drawn to this mission because..." or "I really believe in this approach because..." and share a
personal example or two.
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Question - 15:
What is your biggest achievement?

Ans:
Quality work to be is about doing work to the require or set standard, which is very important when it comes to warehouse operations.
View All Answers

Question - 16:
What type of work environment do you prefer?

Ans:
Ideally one that's similar to the environment of the company you're applying to. Be specific.
View All Answers

Question - 17:
What types of personalities do you work with best?

Ans:
In the past, I have found it difficult to work with others who see themselves as better than others, who can take criticism, and who refuse to work with others. I have
found it challenging to work with them b/c I am a team oriented person who feels the importance of working together over the needs of the individual especially in a
learning environment.
View All Answers

Question - 18:
What would your first 30, 60, or 90 days look like in this role As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
Start by explaining what you'd need to do to get ramped up. What information would you need? What parts of the company would you need to familiarize yourself
with? What other employees would you want to sit down with? Next, choose a couple of areas where you think you can make meaningful contributions right away.
(e.g., "I think a great starter project would be diving into your email marketing campaigns and setting up a tracking system for them.") Sure, if you get the job, you (or
your new employer) might decide there's a better starting place, but having an answer prepared will show the interviewer where you can add immediate impact-and
that you're excited to get started.
View All Answers

Question - 19:
Why are you leaving your current job?

Ans:
This is a toughie, but one you can be sure you'll be asked. Definitely keep things positive-you have nothing to gain by being negative about your past employers.
Instead, frame things in a way that shows that you're eager to take on new opportunities and that the role you're interviewing for is a better fit for you than your
current or last position. For example, "I'd really love to be part of product development from beginning to end, and I know I'd have that opportunity here." And if you
were let go? Keep it simple: "Unfortunately, I was let go," is a totally OK answer.
View All Answers

Question - 20:
Are you planning to continue your studies and training As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
If asked about plans for continued education, companies typically look for applicants to tie independent goals with the aims of the employer. Interviewers consistently
want to see motivation to learn and improve. Continuing education shows such desires, especially when potentials display interests in academia potentially benefiting
the company. 
Answering in terms of "I plan on continuing my studies in the technology field," when offered a question from a technology firm makes sense. Tailor answers about
continued studies specific to desired job fields. Show interest in the industry and a desire to work long-term in said industry. Keep answers short and to the point,
avoiding diatribes causing candidates to appear insincere.
View All Answers

Question - 21:
How do you think I rate as an interviewer?

Ans:
I think you did fine. I'm sure you've conducted a lot of interviews, and it's probably second nature for you now. Thanks for taking the time to meet with me today. I'm
sure you have a lot of things you have to juggle every day.
I'd say you rate at least ten out of ten. The questions you asked seemed spot on. I can tell you guys are working hard to find the perfect applicant for the job. I'm glad I
could meet with you.
View All Answers

Question - 22:
What features of your previous jobs have you disliked?

Ans:
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It's easy to talk about what you liked about your job in an interview, but you need to be careful when responding to questions about the downsides of your last
position. When you're asked at a job interview about what you didn't like about your previous job, try not to be too negative. You don't want the interviewer to think
that you'll speak negatively about this job or the company should you eventually decide to move on after they have hired you.
View All Answers

Question - 23:
What problems have you encountered at work?

Ans:
Wow, do we have problems! Where do I begin? Well, most of the problems are internal, just people not working well with each other. I have one person on our team
who is a real problem, but it seems like management is afraid to do anything about it. So we all end up having to do extra work to cover for this person, who just
doesn't work. We all say that he's retired in place. I think he's just holding on until retirement in a couple years. But he's a real problem. I complain about it--a lot--but
nothing ever seems to get done. I've even written negative reviews about the person, hoping he will get canned, but it doesn't happen. I can't wait for him to retire.
View All Answers

Question - 24:
How do you measure success?

Ans:
There may be several good answers. Some include: you're able to set realistic, yet aggressive goals that push you and you're able to achieve them, you go the extra
mile on all projects, client satisfaction is high, your boss is elated at your performance on all projects, etc.
View All Answers

Question - 25:
How do you propose to compensate for your lack of experience?

Ans:
The first thing you should do is discuss experience you have the interviewer is unfamiliar with. Once that is detailed, tell the person conducting the interview that you
are able to learn new tasks and information in a reasonable period of time and possess a strong work ethic. However, only state this if you can live up to these
expectations.
View All Answers

Question - 26:
Explain what are your weaknesses As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
Red flags: This is the peanut butter to the previous question's jelly. Again, everyone should expect it, so it's a bad sign if someone seems totally unprepared, or gives a
stock answer like, "I'm a perfectionist." Also, of course, candidates crazy enough to blurt out some horrible personality trait should go in the red flagged pile.
Good answer: Candidates should talk about a real weakness they've been working on improving. For instance, they're not good at public speaking, but they've been
taking a course to help them improve. Or maybe they feel that they're easily distracted when working online, but have installed software that helps them stay on task.
Answers like these show a desire for improvement, self awareness and discipline.
View All Answers

Question - 27:
Where do you see yourself in five years? Ten years?

Ans:
Bad Answer: A generic or uninspired answer. Also, answers that show that this career/company is just a temporary stop for them. 
Good answer: One that shows the candidate has thought about this question, has plans, and that those plans align with the job and a career path that is possible in the
company. You want to see that this candidate is a good long term investment.
View All Answers

Question - 28:
Tell us something about yourself?

Ans:
Bad Answer: Candidates who ramble on about themselves without regard for information that will actually help the interviewer make a decision, or candidates who
actually provide information showing they are unfit for the job. 
Good answer: An answer that gives the interviewer a glimpse of the candidate's personality, without veering away from providing information that relates to the job.
Answers should be positive, and not generic.
View All Answers

Question - 29:
If you have multiple projects on your plate, how do you handle completing them on time?

Ans:
Prioritize based on business importance. Set clear timelines for each so that you know which ones to knock out first. Get your teammates to help if necessary.
View All Answers

Question - 30:
Your client is upset with you for a mistake you made, how do you react?
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Ans:
Acknowledge their pain - empathize with them. Then apologize and offer a solution to fix the mistake.
View All Answers

Question - 31:
Your coworker highlights your mistakes in front of everyone, how do you handle the situation?

Ans:
Admit to the mistake without being emotional, but then discuss how you are being proactive in getting it fixed. Lastly, pull the co-worker aside later on to tell them
that you'd appreciate it if they gave you the feedback 1:1 first before throwing you under the bus.
View All Answers

Question - 32:
Tell me about a problem that you've solved in a unique or unusual way. What was the outcome? Were you happy or satisfied with it?

Ans:
In this question the interviewer is basically looking for a real life example of how you used creativity to solve a problem.
View All Answers

Question - 33:
Give me a specific example of a time when you had to conform to a policy with which you did not agree?

Ans:
You want to first understand why the policy was put into effect. From there, if you truly disagree with it, explain your position to your management. If they don't
change it, then you must accept their decision and continue to work or the alternative decision would be to find a new job.
View All Answers

Question - 34:
Describe your work style?

Ans:
Describe the positive aspects of your work style if possible, including: work ethic, attention to detail, interpersonal skills, skill sets (analytical or otherwise),
leadership abilities, communication skills.
View All Answers

Question - 35:
Who are your role models? Why?

Ans:
If possible, cite role models you're truly passionate about - passion is contagious and will show you're being genuine. If the role model is in the same or similar
industry as the company in an executive level position, even better.
View All Answers

Question - 36:
What are you passionate about?

Ans:
Ask yourself - what are your core passions that you wake up excited to act on each and every day? Ask yourself what makes you happy or drives you - is it helping
others? Is it making money? Is it creating something? Is it about changing the world? Etc.
View All Answers

Question - 37:
What did you major in and why?

Ans:
Tell them your major and the motivations behind why you chose it and how it's helped to prep your of this potential job.
View All Answers

Question - 38:
What's been your biggest failure to date?

Ans:
Describe your biggest failure and discuss what you've learned from it and ideally how you've been successful since because of that lesson.
View All Answers

Question - 39:
What classes did you enjoy most in college and why?

Ans:
Think back to the classes that either resonated with your passion or truly helped you to develop skills that you believe will help you in your career. Talk about those.
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Question - 40:
How do you feel about giving back to the community?

Ans:
Describe your charitable activities to showcase that community work is important to you. If you haven't done one yet, go to www.globalguideline.com - charitable
work is a great way to learn about other people and it's an important part of society - GET INVOLVED!
View All Answers

Question - 41:
How meticulous are you with details?

Ans:
Being detailed is important for many types of job roles. Typically you want to highlight how you've done that in previous roles. Example: "Being meticulous is
important to me. In my last job, I had to count the money in the register as a cashier to make sure it matched to the receipts down to the last penny." This was to
ensure there wasn't any "wrongdoing" at the company by any of the cashiers and I was always accurate in my reports.
View All Answers

Question - 42:
What do you know about our competition?

Ans:
Make sure you do your research on their competitors. You can find this by going to yahoo finance and click on their competitors (if they are public). From there
research the news on them and go to their websites to understand their positioning on solutions and vision. You can also research local regional companies that are
their competition (if it's a smaller private company on a regional scale) by simply typing in similar product offerings in the Google search followed by the city. Make
sure you know their competitor's vision, products, culture, and how they are differentiated against their competition (and if they're not, how they could be)
View All Answers

Question - 43:
What are your presentation skills like As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
Make sure you share a story that demonstrates your presentation skills in front of many people. If you are really brave, offer to give a snippet of that presentation to
the interviewer. This will definitely be different from what most people do.
View All Answers

Question - 44:
What's the most rewarding work you've ever done and why?

Ans:
Companies love it when you discuss how you've made an impact on your teammates, clients, or partners in the business or in school. It should be rewarding because
of the hard work and creative process that you've put into it.
View All Answers

Question - 45:
What's the least rewarding work you've ever done and why?

Ans:
Describe work you've done that you feel doesn't take advantage of your full potential. For example, "I once had to make paper copies for my job and I feel it didn't
take full advantage of my skills. However, it did teach me to be humble in my work and to appreciate a good opportunity when it arose to use my skills"
View All Answers

Question - 46:
What general trends do you see in our industry?

Ans:
Examine what's happened in the industry in the last 5 - 10 years and how it's evolved and then look at what both the company and analysts are saying about the future
of that industry in which that company competes in. Read trade magazines / online sources in that industry as well to make sure you stay up to date on trends.
View All Answers

Question - 47:
If I talked to your three biggest fans, who would they be and why?

Ans:
If you can reference three professionals with executive titles (CXO, VP, Director, Manager), that carries a lot of weight. Make sure you highlight how you've helped
them achieve their biggest objectives and how that's made them your fan.
View All Answers

Question - 48:
What do you expect to be earning in 5 years As Mainframe Systems Programmer?
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Ans:
Discuss how you expect yourself to be excellent at your job. Thus, it would be reasonable to expect pay that is based on the merit of your work.
View All Answers

Question - 49:
Describe what a "lot of work" looks like to you As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
Ideally you'd like to state that you can take on a lot of work - this shows your work ethic, but at the same time it's okay to tell them that you value work and life
balance.
View All Answers

Question - 50:
If you had to choose one, would you consider yourself a big-picture person or a detail-oriented person?

Ans:
Both are important. You need to stress that. However, if you could only choose one, ask yourself As Mainframe Systems Programmer - do you like to be "in the
weeds" with your work, or do you want to be the one painting the vision?
View All Answers

Question - 51:
Who was your favorite manager and why?

Ans:
Describe the attributes you liked about your favorite manager, typically attributes discussed are: Great at coaching, inspiring, motivating, empowering, trusting,
delegating, leading, etc.
View All Answers

Question - 52:
What do you like to do?

Ans:
Discuss your passions As Mainframe Systems Programmer. Ideally if it's work related that's fantastic! If not, talk about your academic / extracurricular passions and
WHY you enjoy them. For example: I love playing sports because of the team work aspect - it's fun winning together! (This example shows you're a team player)
View All Answers

Question - 53:
What do you ultimately want to become?

Ans:
Do you want to be an entry level worker As Mainframe Systems Programmer? Do you want to be a leader? Do you want to be an entrepreneur? Do you want to be a
philanthropist? Do you want to be in middle management? Ask yourself these questions to figure it out.
View All Answers

Question - 54:
What is your personal mission statement?

Ans:
Is it to conquer the world? Is it to become a CEO? Is it to give back to the community? Is it to inspire others? Define your statement by stating a clear vision of how
you want to make an impact on the world with your work.
View All Answers

Question - 55:
What negative thing would your last boss say about you?

Ans:
"He/She wouldn't say anything bad, but he/she may point out I could improve in a certain area, and I've taken steps to become better at those skills"
View All Answers

Question - 56:
How do you feel about taking no for an answer?

Ans:
It's good to be persistent, but not overbearing. Everyone will face rejection at some point in their life, so at some point you'll have to take no for an answer but then
learn why you were turned down.
View All Answers

Question - 57:
How would you feel about working for someone who knows less than you As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
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The reality is, the majority of the time someone is in a management/leadership position is because of their experience and past success. So they probably possess at
least a unique set of knowledge from you. So you'll want to learn from them as much as possible. If it's not the case, then discuss how you would look for mentors in
different departments to help your personal career development.
View All Answers

Question - 58:
How long will it take for you to make a significant contribution?

Ans:
First define significant contribution - once you do that - lay out a timeline plan in which you think you can achieve that.
View All Answers

Question - 59:
What do you see yourself doing within the first 30 days of this job?

Ans:
Typically the first 30 days are designed for you to learn as much as possible As Mainframe Systems Programmer. Work hard to get to know your teammates, how
they work together, and how you can make the biggest impact.
View All Answers

Question - 60:
How did you find out about this job As Mainframe Systems Programmer? What do you know about the job?

Ans:
Possible ways to find out about the job: 
Online website listing, friend, professional referral, mentor, career fairs, networking events. You should know about the roles and responsibilities of the job and what
they're looking for. Make sure you read up on that online beforehand or ask the person that referred you.
View All Answers

Question - 61:
Does your boss know you're here today?

Ans:
Usually, you probably haven't told your boss for obvious reasons. So it's ok to say that they do not. You don't want to upset the balance at your current job after all
and nothing is guaranteed in an interview. The interviewer should understand this stance.
View All Answers

Question - 62:
How do you take "No" for an answer?

Ans:
You want to be persistent enough to understand why someone is saying no so that you could potentially convince them otherwise with a sound reason. However, if
they are still saying "no" to you, then you need to humbly accept their position and move on.
View All Answers

Question - 63:
What is the difference between a big ego and a healthy ego?

Ans:
"Ego" should be replaced by confidence. It's good to be confident as it shows that you know what you're doing. However, a big ego is when confidence spirals out of
control and you become arrogant.
View All Answers

Question - 64:
Describe a time when you had to help a coworker out that did not directly benefit you?

Ans:
There should be many times where you've assisted others As Mainframe Systems Programmer. If you haven't, think of how you would in the future. You can discuss
charitable causes, how you mentored someone, and so on.
View All Answers

Question - 65:
What would you like to avoid completely in your next job As Mainframe Systems Programmer?

Ans:
Bad business ethics, teammates / managers that are disrespectful / inconsiderate. But of course, this job wouldn't have things like this right?
View All Answers

Question - 66:
How do you decide what to delegate and to whom?
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Ans:
Identify the strengths of your team members and their availability based on the priorities they have on their plate. From there, invest the tasks upon each member
based on where you think you'll get the best return.
View All Answers

Question - 67:
What are some of the things that you and your supervisor disagree upon and how do you resolve them? What do you do when you are pressed for a decision?

Ans:
The key is that you openly communicate your thoughts to your supervisor to explain your position and try to come to a mutual decision together. Also be sure to
listen to his/her thoughts so that you can potentially compromise. When you're pressed for a decision, make sure you've put thought into the reasons as to how you
arrived at it and then decisively make it.
View All Answers

Question - 68:
Who has been an inspiration for you?

Ans:
Cite your role models (possible examples could be your parents, people successful in the industry, world leaders, etc)
View All Answers

Question - 69:
How do you keep others informed on work issues?

Ans:
Possible methods: 
Talking to them, emailing them, sharing best practices in meetings
View All Answers

Question - 70:
How do you ensure all of your work gets accomplished in a productive manner?

Ans:
The key is to prioritize what's important in your work and to stay organized to accomplish the tasks. A strong work ethic also helps.
View All Answers

Question - 71:
Tell me about the last time you had to work with someone inside or outside of your department to accomplish a goal?

Ans:
Show that you were communicative with that person and that you were able to collaborate effectively in sharing ideas and work tasks. They want to see that you can
be a team player.
View All Answers
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