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Certified Financial Planner (CFP) Interview Questions And
Answers Guide.

Question - 1:
How well do you know our company?

Ans:
Well, a developed company that is gradually building their reputation in the competitive world.
View All Answers

Question - 2:
What have you done to improve your knowledge As Certified Financial Planner (CFP) in the last year?

Ans:
Try to include improvement activities that relate to the job As Certified Financial Planner (CFP). A wide variety of activities can be mentioned as positive
self-improvement. Have some good ones handy to mention.
View All Answers

Question - 3:
What's your dream job?

Ans:
Along similar lines, the interviewer wants to uncover whether this position As Certified Financial Planner (CFP) is really in line with your ultimate career goals.
While "an GGL star" might get you a few laughs, a better bet is to talk about your goals and ambitions-and why this job will get you closer to them.
View All Answers

Question - 4:
When were you most satisfied in your job As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
I'm a people person. I was always happiest and most satisfied when I was interacting with community residents, making sure I was able to meet their needs and giving
them the best possible comfort in a tough situation. It was my favorite part of the job, and it showed. Part of the reason I'm interested in this job is that I know I'd have
even more interaction with the public, on an even more critical level.
View All Answers

Question - 5:
How do you handle your anger?

Ans:
I don't get angry very easily but in the rare occasion that I do, I hold it in and act as though nothing is wrong.
View All Answers

Question - 6:
What are your personal skills which make you a candidate for the position As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
The list of crucial character traits includes patience, tact, and poise, with personal and cultural sensitivity. One needs the ability to work long hours, with much
walking and some physical tasks. But the most important trait of all is to love people and to have the desire to care for them.
View All Answers

Question - 7:
What do you already know about our company?
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Ans:
Good reputation of a large home grown company that has various departments and product.
View All Answers

Question - 8:
What have you done to reduce costs, increase revenue, or save time?

Ans:
Even if your only experience is an internship, you have likely created or streamlined a process that has contributed to the earning potential or efficiency of the
practice. Choose at least one suitable example and explain how you got the idea, how you implemented the plan, and the benefits to the practice.
View All Answers

Question - 9:
What's a time you disagreed with a decision that was made at work?

Ans:
Everyone disagrees with the boss from time to time, but in asking this interview question As Certified Financial Planner (CFP), hiring managers want to know that
you can do so in a productive, professional way. "You don't want to tell the story about the time when you disagreed but your boss was being a jerk and you just gave
in to keep the peace. And you don't want to tell the one where you realized you were wrong,".  Tell the one where your actions made a positive difference on the
outcome of the situation, whether it was a work-related outcome or a more effective and productive working relationship.
View All Answers

Question - 10:
Why do you feel you will excel at rhis job?

Ans:
This question presents an excellent opportunity for you to discuss your education, qualifications and personal traits. You might say something like "I studied property
management as well as behavior during my college years and I have two years' experience in real estate. 
I can gauge the homes or apartments in which clients will be interested based solely upon the needs of their families. Finally, my organizational skills will allow me
to schedule appointments or showings confidently and arrive for them punctually." This shows your interviewer that you have all of the skills necessary to become
successful not only for yourself, but also for your employer.
View All Answers

Question - 11:
Describe to me the position As Certified Financial Planner (CFP) you're applying for?

Ans:
This is a "homework" question, too, but it also gives some clues as to the perspective the person brings to the table. The best preparation you can do is to read the job
description and repeat it to yourself in your own words so that you can do this smoothly at the interview.
View All Answers

Question - 12:
Do you like to start personal relationships with other employees?

Ans:
Well, the right answer is yes and no. Good personal relations can improve the overall performance of a team. But on the other hand, you should not let your emotions
to affect your decisions in work.
View All Answers

Question - 13:
How do you handle stressful situations?

Ans:
By remaining calm, weighing out all my options and executing a plan to get the situation resolve .
View All Answers

Question - 14:
How many square feet of pizza are eaten in the United States each month?

Ans:
This is a classic guesstimate question where you need to think aloud. And so first off you round the U.S. population to 300 million people (it's actually about 315
million but rounding will be much easier and your interviewer will not score you lower for rounding). Then estimate how many people eat pizza. A decent educated
guess is two out of every three people, or 200 million. Now let's say the average pizza-eating person eats pizza twice a month, and eats two slices at a time. That's
four slices a month. If the average slice of pizza is perhaps six inches at the base and 10 inches long, then the slice is 30 square inches of pizza. So, four pizza slices
would be 120 square inches (30 times 4). 
Since one square foot equals 144 square inches (12 times 12), let's assume that each person who eats pizza eats one square foot per month. Since there are 200 million
pizza-eating Americans, 200 million square feet of pizza are consumed in the U.S. each month. To summarize: 300 million people in America, 200 million eat pizza,
average slice of pizza is six inches at the base and 10 inches long or 30 square inches, average American eats four slices of pizza a month, four pieces times 30 square
inches equals 120 square inches (one square foot is 144 square inches), so let's assume one square foot per person, and thus one square foot times 200 million people
equals 200 million square feet of pizza a month.
View All Answers
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Question - 15:
How would you rate your communication and interpersonal skills for this job As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
These are important for support workers. But they differ from the communication skills of a CEO or a desktop support technician. Communication must be adapted to
the special ways and needs of the clients. Workers must be able to not only understand and help their clients, but must project empathy and be a warm, humane
presence in their lives.
View All Answers

Question - 16:
Tell me something about your family background?

Ans:
First, always feel proud while discussing about your family background. Just simple share the details with the things that how they influenced you to work in an
airline field.
View All Answers

Question - 17:
What are three positive things your last boss would say about you?

Ans:
It's time to pull out your old performance appraisals and boss's quotes. This is a great way to brag about yourself through someone else's words: 
"My boss has told me that I am the best designer he has ever had. He knows he can rely on me, and he likes my sense of humor."
View All Answers

Question - 18:
What are your salary expectations As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
This question is like a loaded gun, tricky and dangerous if you're not sure what you are doing. It's not uncommon for people to end up talking salary before really
selling their skills, but knowledge is power as this is a negotiation after all. Again, this is an area where doing your research will be helpful as you will have an
understanding of average salary.
One approach is asking the interviewer about the salary range, but to avoid the question entirely, you can respond that money isn't a key factor and you're goal is to
advance in your career. However, if you have a minimum figure in mind and you believe you're able to get it, you may find it worth trying.
View All Answers

Question - 19:
What types of personalities do you work with best?

Ans:
In the past, I have found it difficult to work with others who see themselves as better than others, who can take criticism, and who refuse to work with others. I have
found it challenging to work with them b/c I am a team oriented person who feels the importance of working together over the needs of the individual especially in a
learning environment.
View All Answers

Question - 20:
What's a time you exercised leadership?

Ans:
Depending on what's more important for the the role, you'll want to choose an example that showcases your project management skills (spearheading a project from
end to end, juggling multiple moving parts) or one that shows your ability to confidently and effectively rally a team. And remember: "The best stories include
enough detail to be believable and memorable,". Show how you were a leader in this situation and how it represents your overall leadership experience and potential.
View All Answers

Question - 21:
Where do you see yourself professionally five years from now As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
Demonstrate both loyalty and ambition in the answer to this question. After sharing your personal ambition, it may be a good time to ask the interviewer if your
ambitions match those of the company.
View All Answers

Question - 22:
Why do you want to work As Certified Financial Planner (CFP) for this organisation?

Ans:
Being unfamiliar with the organisation will spoil your chances with 75% of interviewers, according to one survey, so take this chance to show you have done your
preparation and know the company inside and out. You will now have the chance to demonstrate that you've done your research, so reply mentioning all the positive
things you have found out about the organisation and its sector etc. This means you'll have an enjoyable work environment and stability of employment etc -
everything that brings out the best in you.
View All Answers
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Question - 23:
Give an example of a time you successfully worked As Certified Financial Planner (CFP) on a team?

Ans:
On the whole I prefer to stick to doing what I'm told rather than setting myself up to fail by doing things off my own bat. But there was this one time when I
suggested to my boss at the pizza parlor that she try offering an 'all you can eat' deal to students to boost trade on Mondays. She thought it was an interesting idea but
nothing ever came of it.
View All Answers

Question - 24:
How do you keep each member of the team involved and motivated?

Ans:
Many managers mistakenly think that money is the prime motivator for their employees. However, according to surveys by several different companies, money is
consistently ranked five or lower by most employees. So if money is not the best way to motivate your team, what is?
Employees' three most important issues according to employees are:
* Respect
* A sense of accomplishment
* Recognition
View All Answers

Question - 25:
Why do you want to work for this company?

Ans:
Again be honest. The interviewer will be able to sense very quickly if you're be disingenuous. Your answer should be base on your person reasons, career aspirations
as well as research you've performed on the company. The most important thing you should do is make sure to relate your answer to your long-term career goals.
View All Answers

Question - 26:
Do you know anyone that works with our company?

Ans:
Sometimes companies have policies relating to the hiring of individuals related to current company employees. If you are related to anyone working for the company
make sure you're aware of company policies before you enter the interview. If you have a friend or acquaintance working for the company make sure have good
relationship with this individual before mentioning them.
View All Answers

Question - 27:
Why do you think you'll do well at this job?

Ans:
Provide several reasons including skills, experience and interest. If you can show how you've been successful in a similar career field or job position that will go
along way to helping the interviewer believe you'll also be successful at this new job.
View All Answers

Question - 28:
What is your dream job?

Ans:
There is almost no good answer to this question, so don't be specific. If you tell the interviewer that the job you're applying for with his/her company is the perfect job
you may loose credibility if you don't sound believable (which you probably won't if you're not telling the truth.) If you give the interviewer some other job the
interviewer may get concerned that you'll get dissatisfied with the position if you're hired. Again, don't be specific. A good response could be, "A job where my work
ethic and abilities are recognized and I can make a meaningful difference to the organization."
View All Answers

Question - 29:
Are you willing to work overtime or odd hours?

Ans:
Be completely honest. You don't want to lie to get the job if you're not going to work the hours required.
View All Answers

Question - 30:
How do you propose to compensate for your lack of experience?

Ans:
The first thing you should do is discuss experience you have the interviewer is unfamiliar with. Once that is detailed, tell the person conducting the interview that you
are able to learn new tasks and information in a reasonable period of time and possess a strong work ethic. However, only state this if you can live up to these
expectations.
View All Answers
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Question - 31:
Tell me about the most fun you have had on the job?

Ans:
When answering this question, discuss situations where you completed tasks benefitting your previous employers.
View All Answers

Question - 32:
What has been your biggest professional disappointment?

Ans:
When discussing a professional disappointment, make sure to discuss a scenario you could not control. Be positive about the experience and accept personal
responsibility where applicable.
View All Answers

Question - 33:
Tell us something about yourself?

Ans:
Bad Answer: Candidates who ramble on about themselves without regard for information that will actually help the interviewer make a decision, or candidates who
actually provide information showing they are unfit for the job. 
Good answer: An answer that gives the interviewer a glimpse of the candidate's personality, without veering away from providing information that relates to the job.
Answers should be positive, and not generic.
View All Answers

Question - 34:
Top 13 Situational Interview Questions As Certified Financial Planner (CFP):

Ans:
Situational interviews As Certified Financial Planner (CFP) are similar to behavioral interview questions - but they are focused on the future, and ask hypothetical
questions, whereas behavioral interview questions look at the past.
The advantage is that employers can put all candidates in the same hypothetical situations, and compare their answers.
1. What would you do if you made a strong recommendation in a meeting, but your colleagues decided against it?
2. How you would handle it if your team resisted a new idea or policy you introduced?
3. How would you handle it if the priorities for a project you were working on were suddenly changed?
4. What would you do if the work of an employee you managed didn't meet expectations?
5. What would you do if an important task was not up to standard, but the deadline to complete it had passed?
6. What steps would you take to make an important decision on the job As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?
7. How would you handle a colleague you were unable to form a positive relationship with?
8. What would you do if you disagreed with the way a manager wanted you to handle a problem?
9. What would you do if you were assigned to work with a difficult client As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?
10. What would you do if you worked hard on a solution to a problem, and your solution was criticized by your team?
11. How would you handle working closely with a colleague who was very different from you?
12. You're working on a key project that you can't complete, because you're waiting on work from a colleague. What do you do?
13. You realize that an early mistake in a project is going to put you behind deadline. What do you do?
View All Answers

Question - 35:
If you were given more initiatives than you could handle, what would you do?

Ans:
First prioritize the important activities that impact the business most. Then discuss the issue of having too many initiatives with the boss so that it can be offloaded.
Work harder to get the initiatives done.
View All Answers

Question - 36:
Tell me about a time you had to fire a friend?

Ans:
Hopefully you've never had to do this, but if you did, talk about how hard it was personally to fire anyone but that you did it objectively.
View All Answers

Question - 37:
What do you aspire to be?

Ans:
Discuss your aspirations for the near, immediate and long term. You want to show them you are thinking of making an impact now as well as the future.
View All Answers

Question - 38:
Why do you want to work in this industry As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
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Make sure you research the industry first. Then find at least 3 core things about that industry that you're passionate about (for example: how their solutions impact
clients, their culture, the leadership, etc)
View All Answers

Question - 39:
What did you major in and why?

Ans:
Tell them your major and the motivations behind why you chose it and how it's helped to prep your of this potential job.
View All Answers

Question - 40:
What's been your biggest failure to date?

Ans:
Describe your biggest failure and discuss what you've learned from it and ideally how you've been successful since because of that lesson.
View All Answers

Question - 41:
What are ideas or initiatives you've led and what was the outcome?

Ans:
Describe your most unique ideas and initiatives that had the best results for the company. Make sure you highlight your creativity, your results, your diligence and
your ability to execute.
View All Answers

Question - 42:
Describe yourself in three words?

Ans:
Pick three adjectives but then back up each with a real life story that demonstrates those characteristics.
View All Answers

Question - 43:
What skills do you bring to the table?

Ans:
Think of your skill sets with regards to: analytical skills, interpersonal skills, communication skills, computer skills, presentation skills, management skills, sales
skills and so forth.
View All Answers

Question - 44:
How do you stay up to date with industry?

Ans:
Discuss how you stay up to date by reading industry specific sites, magazines, and Google / yahoo news. Also make sure you stay up to date by reading the current
news on the company's website.
View All Answers

Question - 45:
What do you feel you deserve to be paid?

Ans:
Do your research before answering this question - first, consider what the market average is for this job. You can find that by searching on Google (title followed by
salary) and globalguideline.com and other websites. Then, consider this - based on your work experience and previous results, are you above average, if yes, by what
% increase from your pay today from your perspective? Also - make sure if you aim high you can back it up with facts and your previous results so that you can make
a strong case.
View All Answers

Question - 46:
How long do you envision yourself staying with this company?

Ans:
Understand that companies invest a lot of money into hiring the right staff. You want to emphasize that you are in it for the long run and you want to develop a career
there and that it's not just a "5 month stepping stone" type of a job. You should be thinking how you're going to grow with that company. After all, don't you want to
invest your energy and time with a company that is going to continue to be successful and one that will help you grow?
View All Answers

Question - 47:
What classes did you enjoy most in college and why?
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Ans:
Think back to the classes that either resonated with your passion or truly helped you to develop skills that you believe will help you in your career. Talk about those.
View All Answers

Question - 48:
If you could offer suggestions on how to improve our company, what would you say?

Ans:
Examine the trends of the company and also where there may be some weaknesses (news articles often document this on public companies or look at their
competitors to see how they're positioning it against them.) Then, once you have that knowledge, think creatively on how you could improve upon that weakness for
them.
View All Answers

Question - 49:
Describe a time where you've failed and bounced back?

Ans:
Share a story to describe this. For example: "I accidentally made the mistake of telling a customer I could deliver on a solution set on a certain date and then later
found out our business partner couldn't do it on that time. I learned that I shouldn't rush into important decisions and promises like this and that I should always check
with my counterparts first before committing to a statement of work."
View All Answers

Question - 50:
What will your ramp time be before you become a meaningful contributor?

Ans:
Companies want staff that can ramp quickly, but also want people who are realistic. So take into consideration how intense the job is and then give a good answer.
For example, if you have simple responsibilities that don't require a huge development curve, then your ramp time will probably be shorter. If it's a complex set of
skills that you need to develop, then your ramp time could be longer - the key is you have to explain why you believe that ramp time should be.
View All Answers

Question - 51:
Have you ever been fired and if yes, why?

Ans:
Answer this as positively as possible and try to avoid disparaging the company you had previously worked for. The key is to accept the fact that yes, you were fired,
but you've learned from the mistakes that got you there and you're better now because of it. If you haven't been fired, well, then this question's a piece of cake isn't it?
View All Answers

Question - 52:
How would you define success?

Ans:
Success is defined differently for everybody. Just make sure the parameters are defined by you with regards to work life balance, financial gain, career growth,
achievements, creating meaningful work / products and so forth. If you can clearly articulate what it means to you that is a strong answer.
View All Answers

Question - 53:
What's the most rewarding work you've ever done and why?

Ans:
Companies love it when you discuss how you've made an impact on your teammates, clients, or partners in the business or in school. It should be rewarding because
of the hard work and creative process that you've put into it.
View All Answers

Question - 54:
What's the least rewarding work you've ever done and why?

Ans:
Describe work you've done that you feel doesn't take advantage of your full potential. For example, "I once had to make paper copies for my job and I feel it didn't
take full advantage of my skills. However, it did teach me to be humble in my work and to appreciate a good opportunity when it arose to use my skills"
View All Answers

Question - 55:
How open are you to relocation?

Ans:
If you're not, then say you're not. Don't lie about it just to get the job. There's no point if you won't move for the job anyway and lying is unethical. If you are open to
relocation As Certified Financial Planner (CFP), let them know which areas you'd be willing to relocate to.
View All Answers
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Question - 56:
What general trends do you see in our industry?

Ans:
Examine what's happened in the industry in the last 5 - 10 years and how it's evolved and then look at what both the company and analysts are saying about the future
of that industry in which that company competes in. Read trade magazines / online sources in that industry as well to make sure you stay up to date on trends.
View All Answers

Question - 57:
If I talked to your three biggest fans, who would they be and why?

Ans:
If you can reference three professionals with executive titles (CXO, VP, Director, Manager), that carries a lot of weight. Make sure you highlight how you've helped
them achieve their biggest objectives and how that's made them your fan.
View All Answers

Question - 58:
What are your thoughts about working from home?

Ans:
This is a new policy some companies are adopting. If the company you are interviewing for allows for it, then you should be thankful for the flexibility and
convenience yet state that working from home is a privilege that you would honor. The key point you want to make is that you would still be able to focus and be just
as productive working at home.
View All Answers

Question - 59:
What would you do if our competitor offered you a position As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
I would weigh the offer and consider it, however, this company and this role is my first choice.
View All Answers

Question - 60:
Describe what a "lot of work" looks like to you As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
Ideally you'd like to state that you can take on a lot of work - this shows your work ethic, but at the same time it's okay to tell them that you value work and life
balance.
View All Answers

Question - 61:
What attracted you to this company As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
You could discuss the company's vision, culture and solutions/services as reasons for wanting to join it.
View All Answers

Question - 62:
What techniques and tools do you use to keep yourself organized As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
Utilizing a calendar, having a notebook with your "to do" list, focusing on your top 3 priorities each and every day, utilizing a systematic way of storing documents
on your computer (like box.net)
View All Answers

Question - 63:
What negative thing would your last boss say about you?

Ans:
"He/She wouldn't say anything bad, but he/she may point out I could improve in a certain area, and I've taken steps to become better at those skills"
View All Answers

Question - 64:
What is your greatest fear?

Ans:
We all have fears. It's okay to discuss them. Just don't dive too deeply into them. Discuss how you would work to overcome your fears. You don't want to seem weak.
You want to acknowledge it's out there but that you'll be able to work through it.
View All Answers

Question - 65:
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Do you think a leader should be feared or liked?

Ans:
Liked. You want to work harder for people that inspire and motivate you. Fear only lasts for so long.
View All Answers

Question - 66:
What's the last book you read?

Ans:
Try to talk about a book related to the industry, for example, if you're applying for a role related to business, cite a business book.
View All Answers

Question - 67:
Who are your heroes?

Ans:
Have at least one person you consider a hero or role model. Be ready to explain why they are a hero to you and how they've inspired you to be a better person.
View All Answers

Question - 68:
If selected for this position As Certified Financial Planner (CFP), can you describe your strategy for the first 90 days?

Ans:
This depends on the job role. Make sure you break it down into
View All Answers

Question - 69:
Does your boss know you're here today?

Ans:
Usually, you probably haven't told your boss for obvious reasons. So it's ok to say that they do not. You don't want to upset the balance at your current job after all
and nothing is guaranteed in an interview. The interviewer should understand this stance.
View All Answers

Question - 70:
What does "thinking outside the box" mean to you?

Ans:
It means not doing things exactly the same way as everyone else. You've got to challenge the status quo and bring something new to the business.
View All Answers

Question - 71:
What aspect of supervision do you find the most difficult?

Ans:
Managing different personalities and keeping them focused on the goal at hand.
View All Answers

Question - 72:
How do you decide what to delegate and to whom?

Ans:
Identify the strengths of your team members and their availability based on the priorities they have on their plate. From there, invest the tasks upon each member
based on where you think you'll get the best return.
View All Answers

Question - 73:
Tell me about a decision you made recently and how you reached it As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
The key is to show that you put a lot of thought (weighing out the pros and cons) but were able to be decisive. Be sure to explain your logic in arriving at the decision.
View All Answers

Question - 74:
Why did you select the University _______?

Ans:
Discuss the academic program, the extracurricular program(s), the school spirit, the quality of your peers, and the professors.
View All Answers
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Question - 75:
Are you aggressive?

Ans:
If you are, describe it through a story / experience that you had. If you aren't, then explain why you're not. If the job role asks for you to be aggressive/not aggressive
and you're the opposite of it, explain how you would develop that characteristic.
View All Answers

Question - 76:
What motivates you the most?

Ans:
Is it money? Is it career development? Is it recognition? Is it a sense of achievement? Is it to impress your peers? Is it for fame?
View All Answers

Question - 77:
How will you approach learning this "new" job As Certified Financial Planner (CFP)?

Ans:
Interview peers and leaders/managers, read industry news, practice the skill sets needed, absorb information on the job as much as possible.
View All Answers

Question - 78:
What are some of the things that you and your supervisor disagree upon and how do you resolve them? What do you do when you are pressed for a decision?

Ans:
The key is that you openly communicate your thoughts to your supervisor to explain your position and try to come to a mutual decision together. Also be sure to
listen to his/her thoughts so that you can potentially compromise. When you're pressed for a decision, make sure you've put thought into the reasons as to how you
arrived at it and then decisively make it.
View All Answers

Question - 79:
What kind of work interests you the most?

Ans:
You can talk about what you're passionate about. What motivates you. What excites you.
View All Answers
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