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Certified Surgical Technologist (CST) Interview Questions
And Answers Guide.

Question - 1:
How do you prioritize your work?

Ans:
Depends on the situation... I like to label certain tasks as either A B or C...A being the one that requires immediate attention, and C which are tasks that aren't urgent
but eventually need to get done... I like to focus my work As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST) on the things that need to get done, and done quickly... While
balancing the other work alongside our first priorities.
View All Answers

Question - 2:
How do you think your colleagues at your last job would describe you?

Ans:
While your CV will say a lot about your work history As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST), the interviewer will most likely look for greater detail with questions
such as this. Be positive about previous experience, highlighting your own strengths.
View All Answers

Question - 3:
Tell me a difficult situation you have overcome in the workplace?

Ans:
Conflict resolution, problem solving, communication and coping under pressure are transferable skills desired by many employers As Certified Surgical Technologist
(CST).	
Answering this question right can help you demonstrate all of these traits.
* Use real-life examples from your previous roles that you are comfortable explaining
* Choose an example that demonstrates the role you played in resolving the situation clearly
* Remain professional at all times - you need to demonstrate that you can keep a cool head and know how to communicate with people
View All Answers

Question - 4:
Tell me about a time when you had to think strategically?

Ans:
There was a time when I was told I had to get rid of 20% of my people. I had to determine which persons I needed the most by determining who could do what. I had
to put aside personal feelings so that I could keep a working crew to handle he same workload with less people.
View All Answers

Question - 5:
What are your greatest professional strengths As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
When answering this question, we recommends being accurate (share your true strengths, not those you think the interviewer wants to hear); relevant (choose your
strengths that are most targeted to this particular position As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)); and specific (for example, instead of "people skills," choose
"persuasive communication" or "relationship building"). Then, follow up with an example of how you've demonstrated these traits in a professional setting.
View All Answers

Question - 6:
What education or training have you had that makes you fit for this profession As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
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This would be the first question asked in any interview. Therefore, it is important that you give a proper reply to the question regarding your education. You should
have all the documents and certificates pertaining to your education and/or training, although time may not allow the interviewer to review all of them.
View All Answers

Question - 7:
When were you most satisfied in your job As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
I'm a people person. I was always happiest and most satisfied when I was interacting with community residents, making sure I was able to meet their needs and giving
them the best possible comfort in a tough situation. It was my favorite part of the job, and it showed. Part of the reason I'm interested in this job is that I know I'd have
even more interaction with the public, on an even more critical level.
View All Answers

Question - 8:
How did you handle meeting a tight deadline As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
Review every deadline you need to meet. Prioritize your projects by deadline and factor in how important each project is. Record your deadlines on a digital calendar
or spreadsheet.
View All Answers

Question - 9:
If you were an animal, which one would you want to be?

Ans:
Seemingly random personality-test type questions like these come up in interviews generally because hiring managers want to see how you can think on your feet.
There's no wrong answer here, but you'll immediately gain bonus points if your answer helps you share your strengths or personality or connect with the hiring
manager. Pro tip: Come up with a stalling tactic to buy yourself some thinking time, such as saying, "Now, that is a great question. I think I would have to say... "
View All Answers

Question - 10:
Tell me an occasion when you needed to persuade someone to do something?

Ans:
Interpersonal relationships are a very important part of being a successful care assistant. This question is seeking a solid example of how you have used powers of
persuasion to achieve a positive outcome in a professional task or situation. The answer should include specific details.
View All Answers

Question - 11:
What is your greatest failure As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST), and what did you learn from it?

Ans:
When I was in college, I took an art class to supplement my curriculum. I didn't take it very seriously, and assumed that, compared to my Engineering classes, it
would be a walk in the park. My failing grades at midterm showed me otherwise. I'd even jeopardized my scholarship status. I knew I had to get my act together. I
spent the rest of the semester making up for it, ended up getting a decent grade in the class. I learned that no matter what I'm doing, I should strive to do it to the best
of my ability. Otherwise, it's not worth doing at all.
View All Answers

Question - 12:
What is your greatest strength? How does it help you As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
One of my greatest strengths, and that I am a diligent worker... I care about the work getting done.. I am always willing to help others in the team.. Being patient helps
me not jump to conclusions... Patience helps me stay calm when I have to work under pressure.. Being a diligent worker.. It ensures that the team has the same goals
in accomplishing certain things.
View All Answers

Question - 13:
What was the most difficult employee situation you found yourself As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)? How did you overcome the problem?

Ans:
One of employees was conflicting with other and colleague who was prove his was wrong hi denied and was invite union to defend him but we have prove his wrong
and I was facing disciplinary action.
View All Answers

Question - 14:
Why are you interested in this type of job As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
You're looking for someone who enjoys working with the elderly, or a caring, sociable, and nurturing person.
View All Answers
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Question - 15:
Why are you leaving the present company?

Ans:
According to me we can not grow in the field without taking more responsibilities and risks and also we can't enhance our team leading capabilities, managerial skills
without expose to wide range of people.
View All Answers

Question - 16:
Why were you fired?

Ans:
OK, if you get the admittedly much tougher follow-up question as to why you were let go (and the truth isn't exactly pretty), your best bet is to be honest (the
job-seeking world is small, after all). But it doesn't have to be a deal-breaker. Share how you've grown and how you approach your job and life now as a result. If you
can position the learning experience as an advantage for this next job, even better.
View All Answers

Question - 17:
Describe a typical work week for this position As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
Interviewers expect a candidate for employment to discuss what they do while they are working in detail. Before you answer, consider the position As Certified
Surgical Technologist (CST) you are applying for and how your current or past positions relate to it. The more you can connect your past experience with the job
opening, the more successful you will be at answering the questions.
View All Answers

Question - 18:
Do you like to start personal relationships with other employees?

Ans:
Well, the right answer is yes and no. Good personal relations can improve the overall performance of a team. But on the other hand, you should not let your emotions
to affect your decisions in work.
View All Answers

Question - 19:
Do you think you have enough experience As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
If you do not have the experience they need, you need to show the employer that you have the skills, qualities and knowledge that will make you equal to people with
experience but not necessary the skills. It is also good to add how quick you can pick up the routine of a new job role.
View All Answers

Question - 20:
Explain an idea that you have had and have then implemented in practice?

Ans:
Often an interview guide will outline the so-called 'STAR' approach for answering such questions; Structure the answer as a situation, task, action, and result: what
the context was, what you needed to achieve, what you did, and what the outcome was as a result of your actions.
View All Answers

Question - 21:
Explain an occasion when you had to adapt in the face of a difficult situation?

Ans:
One of the most useful interview tactics is to remain positive about your work and achievements. This question lets the candidate draw on their own personal history
to show how they have been positive and successful in the face of difficulties. Choose a specific occasion to describe, rather than dealing with generic platitudes.
View All Answers

Question - 22:
How many square feet of pizza are eaten in the United States each month?

Ans:
This is a classic guesstimate question where you need to think aloud. And so first off you round the U.S. population to 300 million people (it's actually about 315
million but rounding will be much easier and your interviewer will not score you lower for rounding). Then estimate how many people eat pizza. A decent educated
guess is two out of every three people, or 200 million. Now let's say the average pizza-eating person eats pizza twice a month, and eats two slices at a time. That's
four slices a month. If the average slice of pizza is perhaps six inches at the base and 10 inches long, then the slice is 30 square inches of pizza. So, four pizza slices
would be 120 square inches (30 times 4). 
Since one square foot equals 144 square inches (12 times 12), let's assume that each person who eats pizza eats one square foot per month. Since there are 200 million
pizza-eating Americans, 200 million square feet of pizza are consumed in the U.S. each month. To summarize: 300 million people in America, 200 million eat pizza,
average slice of pizza is six inches at the base and 10 inches long or 30 square inches, average American eats four slices of pizza a month, four pieces times 30 square
inches equals 120 square inches (one square foot is 144 square inches), so let's assume one square foot per person, and thus one square foot times 200 million people
equals 200 million square feet of pizza a month.
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Question - 23:
How much do you expect to get paid As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
For this be prepared and research salary to find out what similar positions are paying in your area before you go to the interview. Try to find this information out
before giving your salary expectations. You can and should provide a range instead of an exact number. But again, don't say any numbers you're not comfortable with
because if the employer offers you a salary at the lowest end of your range, you don't have much to negotiate with when it comes to getting a higher salary.
View All Answers

Question - 24:
How would you rate your communication and interpersonal skills for this job As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
These are important for support workers. But they differ from the communication skills of a CEO or a desktop support technician. Communication must be adapted to
the special ways and needs of the clients. Workers must be able to not only understand and help their clients, but must project empathy and be a warm, humane
presence in their lives.
View All Answers

Question - 25:
What do you think we could do better or differently?

Ans:
This is a common one at startups. Hiring managers want to know that you not only have some background on the company, but that you're able to think critically
about it and come to the table with new ideas. So, come with new ideas! What new features would you love to see? How could the company increase conversions?
How could customer service be improved? You don't need to have the company's four-year strategy figured out, but do share your thoughts, and more importantly,
show how your interests and expertise would lend themselves to the job.
View All Answers

Question - 26:
Why should the we hire you as this position As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
This is the part where you link your skills, experience, education and your personality to the job itself. This is why you need to be utterly familiar with the job
description as well as the company culture. Remember though, it's best to back them up with actual examples of say, how you are a good team player.
View All Answers

Question - 27:
What features of your previous jobs have you disliked?

Ans:
It's easy to talk about what you liked about your job in an interview, but you need to be careful when responding to questions about the downsides of your last
position. When you're asked at a job interview about what you didn't like about your previous job, try not to be too negative. You don't want the interviewer to think
that you'll speak negatively about this job or the company should you eventually decide to move on after they have hired you.
View All Answers

Question - 28:
What relevant work experience do you have in this career field As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
Talk about specific work related experience for the position you're interviewing for. Make sure the experience is relevant. Don't talk about previous experience that is
not related to the position in question. If you don't have specific career related experience speak about prior experience that has helped you develop the specific
knowledge and skills required for the position you are applying for.
View All Answers

Question - 29:
What is your philosophy towards work?

Ans:
This is typically a straightforward question that merits a straightforward answer. Do you have strong worth ethic? Will you do whatever it takes to make sure the job
gets done? Just say so in your response. Keep it short, direct and positive.
View All Answers

Question - 30:
Are you willing to work overtime or odd hours?

Ans:
Be completely honest. You don't want to lie to get the job if you're not going to work the hours required.
View All Answers
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Question - 31:
How do you measure success?

Ans:
There may be several good answers. Some include: you're able to set realistic, yet aggressive goals that push you and you're able to achieve them, you go the extra
mile on all projects, client satisfaction is high, your boss is elated at your performance on all projects, etc.
View All Answers

Question - 32:
Describe your work ethic?

Ans:
While discussing this, be sure to stress specific examples of what you bring to the company. Good qualities include resolve to fulfill job responsibilities, optimism,
and a desire to be as efficient as possible while at work.
View All Answers

Question - 33:
Explain me what do you know about our company?

Ans:
Bad Answer: They don't know much about the company. If a candidate is serious and enthusiastic, they should have done some basic research.
Good answer: An answer that shows they've really done their homework and know what the company does, any important current events that involve the company,
and the work culture.
View All Answers

Question - 34:
Tell me why do you want this job As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
Bad Answer: No solid answer, answers that don't align with what the job actually offers, or uninspired answers that show your position is just another of the many
jobs they're applying for.
Good answer: The candidate has clear reasons for wanting the job that show enthusiasm for the work and the position, and knowledge about the company and job.
View All Answers

Question - 35:
Tell me about a time when you were forced to make an unpopular decision?

Ans:
Not every decision is popular. In fact, almost every decision is bound to make someone unhappy at some point. The key is to demonstrate how it impacted others
positively and why you chose it.
View All Answers

Question - 36:
What motivates you to work As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
Describe what makes you passionate about the work. It could be the company's vision, the product, your desire to succeed, the clients, your peers and so on. They key
is to first understand what internally motivates you to do your job and then to emphasize that in a positive way
View All Answers

Question - 37:
What are you passionate about?

Ans:
Ask yourself - what are your core passions that you wake up excited to act on each and every day? Ask yourself what makes you happy or drives you - is it helping
others? Is it making money? Is it creating something? Is it about changing the world? Etc.
View All Answers

Question - 38:
What are your lifelong dreams?

Ans:
If your dreams don't relate to the job closely, make sure you highlight aspects of the job that will help develop the skills that will help you with your dreams. Ideally,
you want your dreams to relate strongly to the career path you're interviewing for though.
View All Answers

Question - 39:
What differentiates you from the competition?

Ans:
Think about what you bring to the table that you truly believe is unique - the easiest way to do is to think of your own personal stories that demonstrate your work
ethic, skills, and dedication. Most people have some or all of those skills, but the unique stories are what make people stand out in interviews.
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Question - 40:
What is your ideal working environment?

Ans:
Describe your ideal working environment. Do you like flexibility with work hours? Do you like working in a cubicle or independently? Do you like to be micro
managed or empowered? Do you like to work on your own or in a team? Do you like being driven by metrics in your role? How much responsibility do you want?
View All Answers

Question - 41:
How long do you envision yourself staying with this company?

Ans:
Understand that companies invest a lot of money into hiring the right staff. You want to emphasize that you are in it for the long run and you want to develop a career
there and that it's not just a "5 month stepping stone" type of a job. You should be thinking how you're going to grow with that company. After all, don't you want to
invest your energy and time with a company that is going to continue to be successful and one that will help you grow?
View All Answers

Question - 42:
What types of situations do you consider "unfixable"?

Ans:
Most situations are "fixable" - the ones that are not are typically related to business ethics (someone is cheating the company, someone is stealing, etc)
View All Answers

Question - 43:
Describe your vision of your perfect dream job?

Ans:
Ideally, the role you're applying for either is that dream job or will help you get to it. If it's going to help you get there, describe the elements of that job role that you
are passionate about so that it ties to the vision of what your dream job is. Be honest and talk about the type of work environment, management team / leadership,
coworkers, culture, vision and products/services you'd like your dream job to entail.
View All Answers

Question - 44:
How important is the vision of the company to you?

Ans:
It should be very important if you want a long standing career. Remember, you're investing your time, energy and earnings potential into a company so you want to
make sure it's a sustainably successful company that will grow with you over the long haul.
View All Answers

Question - 45:
What are your thoughts on social media for this role?

Ans:
Without a doubt, social media is becoming more and more pervasive in our jobs. You should stress that social media is not appropriate for personal use at work.
However, if the company embraces social media in certain departments (for example marketing), then you may want to discuss how you could use it for work (as
long as it applies to your role).
View All Answers

Question - 46:
Why are you the best fit for this job As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
Analyze the job responsibilities and match those to your skills sets. Then discuss how your experience and skills sets can truly create the best impact to the company
in that specific job role. Impact could mean marketing impressions, sales, cutting costs, making products more efficiently, creating better customer service,
engineering new designs that create customer excitement, etc.
View All Answers

Question - 47:
How would you define success?

Ans:
Success is defined differently for everybody. Just make sure the parameters are defined by you with regards to work life balance, financial gain, career growth,
achievements, creating meaningful work / products and so forth. If you can clearly articulate what it means to you that is a strong answer.
View All Answers

Question - 48:
What's the most rewarding work you've ever done and why?
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Ans:
Companies love it when you discuss how you've made an impact on your teammates, clients, or partners in the business or in school. It should be rewarding because
of the hard work and creative process that you've put into it.
View All Answers

Question - 49:
If I talked to your three biggest fans, who would they be and why?

Ans:
If you can reference three professionals with executive titles (CXO, VP, Director, Manager), that carries a lot of weight. Make sure you highlight how you've helped
them achieve their biggest objectives and how that's made them your fan.
View All Answers

Question - 50:
If you had to choose one, would you consider yourself a big-picture person or a detail-oriented person?

Ans:
Both are important. You need to stress that. However, if you could only choose one, ask yourself As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST) - do you like to be "in the
weeds" with your work, or do you want to be the one painting the vision?
View All Answers

Question - 51:
Was there a person in your career who really made a difference?

Ans:
If you can't think of one, you need to get a mentor QUICKLY! Mentors can come in the form of peers, family members, co-workers, management / leaders at a
company and so on.
View All Answers

Question - 52:
If you were interviewing someone for this position As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST), what traits would you look for?

Ans:
This is where the interviewer tries to turn the tables on you. Answer confidently by stating 3 specific traits that are applicable to that job role. For example, a
consulting job would likely look for someone who can think outside of the box. 
After answering, ask them, "Am I spot on here and if not, what traits would you look for?"
View All Answers

Question - 53:
Tell me the difference between good and exceptional?

Ans:
Good gets the job done on time and is high quality. Exceptional is a game changer - it stands out, it's creative, it's above and beyond expectations. Tell the interviewer
a story about how you were exceptional.
View All Answers

Question - 54:
What do you like to do for fun?

Ans:
Be open to sharing hobbies and activities that you enjoy. Make sure you're genuine about it and don't list off things you don't really like because if they ask you a
follow up question it'll be harder for you to answer.
View All Answers

Question - 55:
If I were to give you this salary you requested but let you write your job description for the next year, what would it say?

Ans:
It should say the same thing - after all - if you think this salary is fair then it should suit the responsibilities!
View All Answers

Question - 56:
If selected for this position As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST), can you describe your strategy for the first 90 days?

Ans:
This depends on the job role. Make sure you break it down into
View All Answers

Question - 57:
What does "thinking outside the box" mean to you?
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Ans:
It means not doing things exactly the same way as everyone else. You've got to challenge the status quo and bring something new to the business.
View All Answers

Question - 58:
How do you rate yourself in computer skills? Please describe the programs and software that you can use well?

Ans:
Ideally you want to able to type quickly, have the ability to effectively use Microsoft Office, and more importantly be able to quickly adapt to computer / technology
skills. More and more it's become an integral part of work. If the job doesn't require technology skills - then this question shouldn't be asked!
View All Answers

Question - 59:
What would you like to avoid completely in your next job As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
Bad business ethics, teammates / managers that are disrespectful / inconsiderate. But of course, this job wouldn't have things like this right?
View All Answers

Question - 60:
What aspect of supervision do you find the most difficult?

Ans:
Managing different personalities and keeping them focused on the goal at hand.
View All Answers

Question - 61:
How much time do you need to join the organization As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST)?

Ans:
You should be able to join it right away, barring plans you've already made (family travel, vacation, other obligations). The key is to simply be open in
communication of what's already committed on your schedule. Most companies are accommodating. If they are not, weight the importance of joining that company
vs. your plans.
View All Answers

Question - 62:
Are you aggressive?

Ans:
If you are, describe it through a story / experience that you had. If you aren't, then explain why you're not. If the job role asks for you to be aggressive/not aggressive
and you're the opposite of it, explain how you would develop that characteristic.
View All Answers

Question - 63:
What role are you ready to take in a group?

Ans:
Ideally, you want to take on the role you're interviewing for, but you want to be flexible with your responsibilities As Certified Surgical Technologist (CST) if there
are any changes.
View All Answers

Question - 64:
When was the last time something upset you at work? What did you do?

Ans:
Almost everyone has an emotional moment related to work at some point - you're not alone. The key is to learn why you reacted that way and to focus not on the
problem but HOW to resolve it. Another key component is to be aware of your emotional response so that you can learn to control it in the future in a calm way.
View All Answers
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